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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





THE OF FICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY JOHN GC. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Twatr-FourtH Coneress, Ist Session. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. CA MPBELL, of Ohio. I rise this morn- 
as Mr. Clerk, for the purpose of asking the 
consent of the House to call its attention toa 
matter affecting very deeply, L think, my vera- 
city and my personal honor. — I had occasion 
come weeks ago to call the attention of the House 
to a letter written by my colleague from the Ash- 
tabula district, [Mr. Gipprnes,} in which I sup- 
‘oged charges were preferred imputing improper 
re to my course in reference to the speaker- 
in. | have no Intention now of consuming any 


of the time of the House by noticing the various 
assaults made upon me by the newspaper press 
of the country on account of my vote against the 
plurality resolution, because I think these attacks 
vrow out of their want of information in ref- 


erence to my ** antecedents’? on that subject. 
Rather than consume the time of the House upon 
that quesuon, l took occasion the other day to 
address a letter to the National Intelligencer of 
this city, Which I will present now, in order that 
it may go upon the congressional record, Itisas 
follows: 
House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
WasHINnGTON, Junuury 20, 1855. 

To the Editors of the Intelligencer : 

GenrLemes: The struggle to elect a Speaker has been 
surrounded with much embarrassment, and the peeutiar 
relation which it has been my misfortune, pursuing the ad- 
yice of frends, to occupy with regard to it, renders it indel- 
jcate for me now to give any Opinion as to the causes of the 
existing difficulties. I prefer, thereiore, to submit quietly 
tothe virulent assaults which many of the anti-Adminis- 
tration papers are making, until a plain statement of facts 
may be given without the danger of producing further delay 
in the transaction of the public business. [ amcalicd upon, 
however, by numerous private letters, as well as by a por- 
tion of the press entitled to a respecttul reply, for my rea- 
sons for Volng against an election of Speaker by a plurality 
vote. 

{ came into Congress, inexperienced in legislative duties, 
in M49, when there was a similar contest, the prominent 
candidates being Messrs. Winthrop and Cobb. ‘The Free- 
Soil party was represented by Messrs. Giddings, Wilmot, 
Root, and some six others, who held the balance of power. 
After a protracted struggle, many efforts were made to 
adopt a plurality rule. Aithougha supporter of Mr. Win- 
throp, L united with the Free-soil men on this question, 
and uniformly voted against it, agrecing with them in the 
arguinents Which they presented, that it was of doubtiul 
constitutionality, and a departure from the uniform usage 
since the organization of the Government of hazardous 
tendency. Itwas finally adopted, and the result was that 
a House, a majority of which was elected as advocates of 
the * Wilmot proviso,’ refused to apply the restriction to 
the Territories acquired from Mexico, which, by the laws 
of that Government, had been previou-iy dedicated to free 
institutions, and closed its legistation on the slavery ques- 
tion by the enactment of the tugitive slave law, without 
securing trial by jury, as recommended by Mr. Clay and 
the compromise committee of the Senate. 

Qn one occasion during the contest referred to, when 
the plurality resolution was before the House, Mr. Gid- 
Gags proposed the following substitute, in the propricty 
of which [ fully coneurred : 

“Whereas the clection of the Speaker of this body is 
one of the highest and most important duties incumbent 
upon its members ; and whereas, also, by common consent 
ot every House of Representatives since the adoption of 
the Constitution, a majority of all the votes has been re- 
garded as necessary to a choice of that officer; and whereas 
the freedom of debate has ever been regarded as one of the } 
tateguards of American liberty : Therciore, 

“ Resolved, That a cliange in such election so as to clect 
a Speaker by a piurality of votes, while the minority are 
hot permitted to discuss the propriety or constitutionality 
of sueh change, will be oppressive in operation, of danger- | 
ous tendency, and ought not vo be adopted.” 

During the first week of this session, when it was sug- 
Rested to me by the friends who kindly supported ine for 
the Speaker’s chair that a plurality resolution would insure 
Sticeess, | again avowed my opposition to it. 

Without elaborating oa the subject, my reasons for voting 
agaist it now L will state : 

_L. That f am not fully satisfied that it is not an infrac- 
ton of the spirit of the Constitution. 

> That it is an abandonment of a uniform usage, which 
did not, in 1849, and | fear would not now, promote ise 
sucess Of the principles which I advocate. 

«a Because I have reason to apprehend that its adoption 
it this time will result in giving the organization of the 
®use to the friends of the Nebraska act. 

* Because, aside from principle, 1 am not disposed to 
Stuutity My past record until | am saticfied it is Wrong; cer- 
tainly not until the pablie interest demands such a sacrifice, 
ine change of my position would settle the “ vexed ques- 

Mm. 
winctite these reasons briefly now, from a regard to those 
sider to requested them in respectiul terms. To the out- 
cara here W ho may have “jobs” in view, and tothe edi- 

's elsewhere who have denounced me as a“ traitor” to | 


tae principle I have always advocated, and still adhere to, |! is not liked by them, and they never will vote for him. | 
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 31, 1856. 


I bid defiance! 1 ain neither to be fed as the puppet of U 
former, nor to be driven under the lash of the bigger 
Very truly yours, &e., 


a 
LEWits D. CAMPBELL. 

I do not mean to consume more than a few 
moments of the time of the House in explanation 
of another matter which relates to my action in 
this body, ’ 

1 hold in my hand a letter published im the 
Cleveland Herald, dated Washington, January 
16, 1356, and signed ** Republican.”” I have 
been informed that that letter was written by a 
colleague of mine. If so I wish to have it read 
atthatdesk. ..< not, have nothing more to say, 
because I intend only to repel on this floor the 
assaults made upon me by members of the body. 

A Memper. Which of your colleagues is it? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The letter is here, and I 
ask to have it shown to my colicague from that 
district. : 

Mr. WADE, (to whom the newspaper slip in 
question was handed.) I have not read this let- 
ter, but T have no doubt that it is mine. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I now ask to have the 
letter read from the Clerk’s desk. 

The letter was read, as follows: 

WastINGToN, January 16, 1855. 

Eos. Weraup: We are still ‘as we were,’ only a little 
more so. There have been for several days iadi¢ations oj 
a flare up among the opponents of slavery extension. This 
has been manitested in divers ways, easier felt than de 


{ seribed. ‘This morning, Mr. ‘'uorinaron, of lowa, intro 


duced, on bis owa responsibility, as he said, a resolution 
declaring Mr. L. D. Camenent., of Obio, Speaker of the 
House. This, if done without consultation, as it was de 
clared to have beea, was, to say the best of it, a mistake, 
Wich, it not ** Worse than a erune,’*? Was equally injurious 
to the anti-Nebraska cause. My own opinion is that, if 
not introduced with the consent of Mr. Camprent, it was 
at best known to him. It was sprung upon the House 
without consultation or notice. 

Mr. Camppect had formally withdrawn from the coutest 
and was in honor bound to keep * out of the ring’ of can 
didates until called in by a caueus, or a notice at least to 
those who were known to be voting in good faith for Mr. 
Banks. It was impossible for the Banks men to know that 


southern slavery extensionists would leave the Hall or | 


reiuse to vote. Those Banks men who voted against Tuor 
INGTON’s resolution had no knowledge, no hint, no sur 
mise, that Mr. Campsenn had, in one short night, become 
so very acceptabie to the slaveryextension Kuow Nothings 
as wellas Democrats. Mr. CAMPBELL, On that occasion, 
was found in company with those who have been thwarting 
the will of an overwhelming majority of the anti Nebraska 
men; and they, believing that a man is *“ known by the 
company he keep-,’’ aad preterring to fall into the hands of 
an open, rather than to risk the chance of taking to their 
bosoms a concealed enemy, voted against that resolution. 

This most unfortunate, not to say treacherous movement, 
as it has since turned out, and was at the time suspected, 
seems to have been made, as the®mover admitted, with 
“but a few others :"* who those others were we do not know, 
but there ean be but little doubt that it was a deliberate 
treason, plotted by three or four of our nominal friends, in 
order to throw the responsibility of the disorganization of 
the House oa to those who were supporting Mr. Banks. 
This, it was thought, would force the friends of Mr. Bans 
to abandon him, and return to Camppeny.. Instantly, on 
the result of the vote being made known, a general howl 
Was set up by the Pierce Democracy, the national Know 
Nothings, and the Duny, Scorr, and Haraison recusants, 
that the friends of BANKs Were responsible for not electing 
Camppne.. Speaker, and the Locotocos were seized with a 
spasm of svinpathy for CamMeBen..L; and the national or 
slavery extension Know Nothings’ seemed on the point of 
swearing, because CAMPBELL was not elected. lideed, 
they openly claimed that several of those slavery extension 
Know Nothings left the Hall, and that others declined voting, 
so as to give achanec for the election of Campspens. 

This piece of imposition was received by the Pierce men 
asa god-send. The use they and the Know Nothing siavery 
extension allies made of it was this: to denounce the Bangs 
men as adhering to him personally, at the sacrifice of Camp- 
BELL; aud great was the sympathy of these slavchoiders 
for CampBet.; but greater still was the consternation of a 
few of the anti-Nebraska men who had voted for Banks, 
It seemed for a short time like “ Rachel weeping for her 
children, and would not be comforted.”? It indeed looked 
a little blue for atime—as though the ranks of the anti- 
Nebraska men were to be broken by this fusilade of the 
enemies. A caucus was called, and the matter discussed 
and explained; and the unanimous conclusion was to sus- 
tain Banks, and not again to take counsel of our enemies, 
nor to select candidates from anti-Nebraska men acceptable 
to the Democratic and Know Nothing sections of the slavery 
extensioa party in Congress; for there are but two paries 
here—the Slarery-ertensionists and the Slavery-restriction- 
ists. True, these two parties are at odds with each other 
on what they cali ** American principles,’ but on all other 
matters they are to each other as ** hand and giove.”’ 

One word on the position of the “ scatterers,”’ as they 
are called here. They affirm that they “ will never vote 
for Banxs;”’ they give no reason for this, only that Banks 
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Now, there is no reason why the views of these men should 
not be respected, nor is there any reason, on the other hand, 
why they should not respect the preferences of the 
Wholimtng majerdty of their comrades 


over 


“heir posiuon is hostile to the success of the anti-Ne- 
brask’ mou They are doing the work of the sham Demoe 
racy lome it more eFectuatly than the Pie men and 
the slavery Know Nothings could do it themecives. Were 
these taen ta the pay of the Administration they could nat 
do its work as eflectually as they are now doimg it; and 


instead or being allies of the anti-Nebraska men, they ar 


> 
and ouviit to be tr al 


J, as pro-slavery men, and allies or 
the slave Democracy. REPUBLICAN 
now refor to the Congressional Globe of that 
date to show what was said on the occasion of 
the introduction of the resolution by the henor- 
able member from lowa, [Mr. Tuorineron.}] The 
resolution had been pre ited before I entered 
the Hall, having been detained at my rooma by 
company. The resolution was in these words: 


) 


* Resolved, That Lewis D. Campzen. b° declared the 
Speaker of the Houce of Rep®esentitives tor 


Fourth Congress of the United Stat 


t 


tac Thirty : 


Tle had prefaced its introduction with remarks 
made before Leame in, but which appear in the re 
ported proceedings of that day. 


\ ‘The gentleman 
from Iowa said, among other things, before intro- 
ducing his resolution: 

*T have not consulted the gentleman whose name I have 
embraced tn this resolution, in reference to the use IT have 
wade of his name; a proper sense of delicacy has pre- 
vented ine from doing so.”? 

As I have already said, L came into the Hall 
not knowing what propesition was about to be 
voted upon. On inquiry I was informed of its 
character, and felt that it placed me in a most 
embarras sie SILUALLON., My own judgement d C- 
tated the propriety of announcing, as soon as I 
could with propriety take the floor, that it was 
introduced without my knowledge or consent. 

After the vote upon the resolution was taken, 
and before the result was announced by the 
Clerk, it appears from the Congressional Globe 
that the following remarks were made: 

‘Mr. Camppecte,of Ohio. Mr. Clerk, [have seen much 


heard much, and read much that has surprised me at this 
session of Congres but | was never more amazed in all 


| my lite than | was on entering the Uall this morning, to 


find a proposition of this kind pending before this body. 1 
felt embarrassed, because I thought that it might place me 
ina false attitude before the Honse and the country.  T felt, 
also, that it might tend to effibarrass the aciion of this 
House. But | had no remedy; and | now rise for the 
simple purpose of assuring the House that the proposition 
was made without my knowledge and without my authority. 
It was, doubtless, the result of personal kindness and of 
patriotic design on the partof the gentleman from lowa, 
and I thank hing for it. 

“Sir, it is but proper I should say, that since I with- 
drew my name on the seventh day of December, [ have on 
several occasions been appealed te by honorable gentlemen 
to give my consent to the introduction of some such propo 
sition as this. Those who never voted for me during the 
time | was before the House as the candidate of my friends, 
have made appealsto me that they might be authorized to 
submit something of this kind. ‘The honorable gentleman 
from Pennsyivania (Mr. Knicut] bas made such an appeal 
to me On More thin one occasonu Viy uniiorm response 
has been, that whatever ambition [ might have had, when 
leame here, to occupy that high and honorable post, bad 
been cured, because I thought that its honors had been very 
materially frittered away by the circumstances connected 
with this eoutroversy. 

*L assured the gentlemen who made these applications 
to me that, under no circumstanees whatever could I, in 
the existing condition of things, be considered as a candi 
date, or as throwing any obstacle in the way of a speedy 
organization of this body. With the honorable gentleman 
from lowa, (Mr. Tuonivoron,} I believe I have for some 
weeks, seareely passed the ordinary courtesies and civilities 
of the day, much less to have any conversation with him 
upon a proposition such as he has submitted ; and he doubt- 
less will, if bhe.bus not already done so, exonerate me fully 
and entirely from any participation in this matter. 

‘“M-. Tnortnetos. I stated, [ believe, | had not had, 
directiy or indirectly, any consultation with the gentleman 
from Ohio, and had ouly mentioned the matter to some Of 
my particular friends. 

“Mr. Camppery. I am glad, however, that the vote has 
been taken, because it may be the means of throwing some 
additional light upon this question of organization, and of 
enabling us to extricate ourselves from the difficulties in 
our way, Lam glad, too, for the further reason, that it 
gives me an opportunity to acknowledge,in my humble 
way, my unfeigned gratitude to those gentlemen—and there 
are many of them—who have supported this resolution, yet 
who did not, for reasons satisfactory to them, vote far me 
upon the former oceasion.”’ 


How my colleague [Mr. Wane)—immediately 
after such a declaration fyam me and from the 


¢ 
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honorable member from lowa—could have retired 
to his room and senta letter for publication in my 
State, charging that I knew of the fact that the 
resolution was to be offered, and imputing treach- 
ery, is beyond my comprehension. 

It is only necessary now, Mr. Clerk, that I 
should put this matter right on the record in refer- 
ence to my own action; and with a view of doing 
so, I call upon the gentleman from lowa now to 
state whether any knowledge of any kind was 
imparted to me, dir ctly or otherwise, of his inten- 
tion to introduce that resolution. When he an- 
swers, I shall call upon two of my colleagues for 
a statement in this connecuon. ‘The gentleman 
from Iowa will be good enough to give me the 
benefit of his testimony. 

Mr. THORINGTON. My attention, Mr. 
Clerk, was this morning called to that communi- 
cation by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Camp- 
pet.) I read the article then for the first time; 
and I must say that [ never read an article which 
surprised me more than the one just read from 
your desk. The declaration which I made on 
this floor at the time of my introducing the reso- 
lution referred to, declaring the gentleman from 
Chio [Mr. Campretr] Speaker of this House, 
was sufficient, and I thought, in the innocency of 
my heart, that to members on this floor, at least, 
it would be; nor did 1 for one moment suppose 
that it would have been ever called in question 
here. Butit seems that ithas. And now, sir, 
so far as that article is concerned, I have only to 
say, that | would infinitely prefer the position 
that I oceupy to that occupied by the writer of 
that article. And I will further state, that the 
allegations contained in that article, so far as 
they have reference to me, are untrue and false 
in inference and in fact, when they charge me 
with colluding with political opponents. 

Now, sir, so far as my having any intercourse 
with members upon the pther side of the House, 
either the American or Democratic party, is con- 
cerned, in connection with the presentation of 
that resolution, I can say with equal candor that 
no communication whatever passed between 
them and me. And I can also say that I had 
very little conversation, either directly or indi- 
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Campse..] for the speakership. I did not con- | most of our colleagues, were voti 


rectly, with gentlemen upon this side of the | 


House—the Republican party—in reference to the 
matter. Mr. Camppen. had no connection with 
the presentation of that resolution, nor am ] 
aware of his knowing anything concerning the 
use that was being made of his name in that reso- 


lution, until he appeared in his seat on this floor. | 


No words, or commuhication of any kind, di- 
rectly or indirectly, passed between us upon the 
subject. Those members with whom I 
sult approved the act, and were uncompromising 
friends of Mr. Banks, who had previously and 
who have subsequently voted for that gentleman, 
as continuously and as consistently as the writer 
of that article himself. 

Now, sir, in reference to the connection of the 
offering of my resolution with caucus nomina- 


id con- | 


tion, | have to say, that [ have attended all the | 


anti-Nebraska caucuses that were held before 
that time and since. In the caucus previously 
held, in which it is said that Mr. Banks‘ reecived 
the nomination, I did not remain, however, until 
the alleged nomination was made. 1 occupied a 
seat in the last omnibus that left the Capitol on 
that evening, on my way to my residence in 


Georgetown. Some gentlemen who were present | 
when the same was made informed me that Mr. 


Banks had been nominated, but that the nomina- 


tion was only considered as binding until some 


candidate, if practicable, could be found who 
would more effectually concentrate the action 
upon the part of the anti-Nebraska voters; and 
that it was considered as a mere understanding, 
with no caucus pledge, I felt under no vobliga- 
tigns to vote for the distinguished gentleman 
from Massachusetts, except so far as I should 
think proper and the interests of my country re- 
quired, 


did, however, vote for that gentleman | 


cheerfully, as I had done previously, and have | 


voted for him since, 
the resolution, I thought that the country had suf- 


But at the time I offered | 


ficiently long witnessed our ineffectual attempts | 
to elect that gentleman, and that there could be | 


no injury to partics on this floor in making an 
effort in another direction. Under these circum- 
stances, I presented the resolution offering the 
name of my distinguished friend from Ohio [Mr. 


| 


sider myscif under any trammels of caucus to 
prevent, nor did I suppose t ' 
this floor considered himself bound by the action 
of that caucus referred to not to vote for my 
friend, orany member other than the distinguished 
rentleman from Massachusetts. Since the meet- 
ing of the House on the first Monday of Decem- 
ber last “I have voted upon every call of the roll 
for cither the gentleman from Massachusetts or 


hat any member upon | 


| gentleman from Iowa and othe 


the gentleman from Ohio. I voted for Mr. Banks | 


as Jong as I deemed it to be necessary and proper, 
and I shall follow that course in future. ay on 
the other hand, I did not hesitate to present the 
name of Mr. Campsets for that place, to which, 
in my opinion, he richly deserves to be elected, 
and who is sound upon the slavery question. 

As to the attacks made upon me upon the part 
of the press, | have only to say, that I hope the 
result of this contest will show that the persons 
who assailed me have been doing the country as 
good service as I intended when I presented the 
resolution proposing my honorable friend from 
Ohio as the Speaker elect for the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the Thirty-Fourth Congress. I 
believe [ have acquitted my honorabie friend from 
any participation with me in the use of his name 
in connection with the speakership. I will, there- 
fore, consume no more of his time. 


Here the hammer fell, and the Clerk announced | 


that the time of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
CampsBe.t] had expired. [Cries of **Go on!” 
**Go on!” from all parts of the Hall.] 

No objection having been made, 
Mr. CAMPBELL proceeded: 
have no words of harshness or of denunciation 
for my colleague. I never have cherished an 
unkind feeling towards him; none. I regret 
that he should have placed himself in this atti- 
tude. J intend to take this testimony in my own 
vindication as a member of this body, and place 
itupon the record, and send it, with his letter, 
among the people of my native State, whose 


minds have, for some reason unknown to me, been | 


lately poisoned against me by misrepresentations. 
And there I shall leave the matter. 

Treachery scems covertly to be imputed to me 
in this letter, because of my action on that occa- 
sion. As before stated, I entered the Hall while 
the resolution was before the body. I was at a 
loss to determine what I should do. My posi- 

| tion was embarrassing, and I felt that I ought to 
have a friend or two with whom I should take 
counsel. My colleague from the Richland dis- 
trict (Mr. Suerman] occupies adesk immediately 
in front of me. I requested him to call another 
colleague, the gentleman from the Stark district, 
{Mr. Lerrer.} 
besought their adyice. ‘They are now present, 
and I request them to state what was my conduct 
upon that occasion. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


Since my colleague has 


They came to my desk, and I | 


requested me, I will state very briefly the occur- | 


rences on the oceasion to which he has referred. 
| On the morning when the gentleman from lowa 


offered his resolution declaring Mr. Camesett | 


Speaker, | came into the Hall after the session 
had commenced. The yeas and nays had been 
ordered on the resolution, and the vote was about 
to proceed. 
(M 
tually of each other what was pending. My col- 
league did not, Lam persuaded, know that such 
/a resolution was to be offered. 
concerned, [ was taken entirely by surprise. We 
ascertained, however, presently, the nature of the 
question, and thereupon, my colleague [Mr. Camp- 
| BELL] requested me to speak to. my other col- 
| league sitting nearest me, (Mr. Lerrer,] for the 
| purpose of consulting as to what was best to be 
done under the circumstances. This I did. 
The first impulse upon the part of my distin- 
guished colleague [Mr. Campnet] was to rise 
in his place powers the vote on the resolution, 
and request the gentleman from Iowa to withdraw 
it. My colleague [Mr. Lerrer] and myself en- 
deavored to dissuade him from pursuing that 
course, because we did not know but the proceed- 
ing might have been the result of a general under- 
standing upon the part of the anti-Nebraska 
members of the House, and that the gentleman 
from lowa was carrying out the common design, 
| After the vote had proceeded, however, we dis- 
| covered that the friends of Mr. Banss, including 


A few moments after, my colleague | 
r. CAMPBELL] came in—and we inquired mv- | 


So far as I am | 


BE. 


| resolution; but it would then have 





Mr. Clerk, I || 





| drawn. 


| this House. 
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septal ee 
NE Against the 
U \ been Ladelicarn 
and improper, without a consultation with the 
rs, and without q 
better knowledge of the purpose of offering the y. 
solution, for my colleague to have withdrawn his 
name while the vote was proceeding, after having 
allowed the proceeding to go on thus far withe. 
protest. 

We therefore urged him to allow the vote 
be taken sub silentio. 1 myself voted for the res. 
olution; but it having been voted down, I have 
since, as I did before, cast my vote for the dis. 
tinguished gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr 
Banks.] The resolution, at most, was inoppor- 
tune—introduced without sufficient consultation 
But I never supposed it would be made the pro. 


ithout 


to 


pre- 


| text of assailing the motives of either the moyor 


of it, or of my colleague, or of those who, like 
myself, felt impelled by a sense of duty to vote 
for it. Is this the explanation my colleagye 
desires ? = 

Mr. CAMPBELL. _I now appeal to my col. 
league from the Stark district for his understand. 
ing of the matter. 

Mr. LEITER. Mr. Clerk, I am happy to 
reply, atmy colleague’s request. At the time the 
resolution was introduced by the gentleman from 
lowa, [Mr. Tuortneron,] I looked toward the 
seat of my colleague, [Mr. Camppett.] I saw 
that he was absent. Some little discussion ep. 
sued. Before the vote was taken, and during the 
eall of the roll, 1 perceived my colleague in coy. 
versation with my other colleague, [Mr. Suen. 
MAN.] I went to them, and then learned that 
Mr. CampBe._t was anxious to withdraw his 
name. I told him—and I take the entire respons- 
ibility for everything that I do—that he ought 
not to withdraw; that I was exceedingly anxious 
for an organization of the House; and that an 
anti-Nebraska man should be elected to the speak- 
ership. Any one of the hundred men suited me, 
I was not tied to any man; and I did not, and do 
not, mean to be. I advised that Mr. Campset, 
should let the vote be gone through with. I said 
that if we could elect him, it would be right; if 
not, there would be no harm done. That is my 
position. ' 

I will say further that, in my judgment, but 
for the counsel of my colleague [Mr. Suermay] 
and myself, Mr. Campsett would have with- 
Still, he had no idea that we were plot- 
ting treason against the anti-Nebraska party of 
Has it come to this, that because 
we vote for a man who is an anti-Nebraska man, 
an anti-slavery man, a man whose reputation is 
well-established in the country, we arc, therefore, 
committing tregson against the Banks men? Ia 
God’s name who are the Banks men? From 
whence comes this new party?—Banks party! 
I never assisted in the organization of any such 
party; and [ never will assist in the organization 
of any party that has a man for its object without 
any principle. 1 voted for my colleague from 
Ohio, [Mr. Campsexu;] and I have only one 
regret, and that is, that he had not votes enough 
to elect him. This is all I have to say. 

Mr.CAMPBELL. Mr. Clerk, I know thata 
studied effort has been made in various quarters 
to place me in a false position in reference to this 
matter. On the 7th of December I withdrew m 
name from the struggle in which we are engaged. 
I was then, have been ever since, and am now, 
ready to make any sacrifice for an organization 
of this House and for the interests of my country, 
except that of personalhonor, That is my own, 
and I am here to defend it against all assaults, 
come from whatsoever quarter they may. Aa 
attack upon.it seems to have been made by my 
colleague, and I have therefore called the attel- 
tion of members to these facts. 

Now, sir, if there is any man, of any party, of 
from any section, in this House who knows of 
any dishonorable or selfish act of mine connected 
with this struggle for the speakership, I ask him 
to rise now in his place and make the charge, 8° 
that I may confront him before the House and 
the country. [Here Mr. Campsent paused some 
seconds for areply.] There is notone. I hapes 
therefore, that I may not again have occasion tf 
take the floor on this subject to repel assaults 
made by members of this body. For the sake 
of harmony and good feeling in my native Ohi 
and among her Representatives here, I trust thst 
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on colleague [Mr. Wane] will not in future 
retire from this Hall to make assaults upon my 
‘ ayegrity, a8 a Newspaper correspondent. 
~ On the subject of slavery my position is, I trust, 
well known to every one in this House, and fully 
understood by those I represent. I have never 
occupied a doubtful position on that question here 
or among my constituents. | ith 
My position on the subject of Americahism is 
also well known, and has been boldly avowed. 
[apprehend it 1s because it 1s so well known here 
and at home that these assaults are made upon 
me. If this principle of ** crushing out ”’ is to be 
yrsued because of my avowals on the subject, 
then I can say to my colleague that he will have 
a lively time of it before he finishes his contest 
with me. Sir, we have nailed the banner to the 
mast on which the principles of American reform 
are inscribed. If he seeks to prostrate me for 
this cause, I point him to that banner: 


a 











«« Our flag is there! our flag is there! 
We'll hail it with our loud huzzas! 
Our flag is there! our flag is there! 
Behold its glorious stripes and stars !”’ 

We do not intend to abandon it—never! never! 

Mr. Clerk, I thank the House for its kindness 
and attention. ; 
¢ Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Clerk, I rise forthe 

urpose of statinga fact. I do not intend to enter 
intoany argument. The statement made in the 
jeter which has been read to the House, that 
those on this side of the Hall with whom I| have 
been voting for Speaker, kept out of the way and 
did not vote on the resolution to which reference 
has been made, has been repeated on several oc- 
casions. Now, I have put myself to the trouble 
of making an examination of the vote referred to. 
There were eight gentlemen of the seventy-four 
who did not vote on that resolution. One of the 
eight, Mr. Henpiey S. Bennett, was at the time 
confined to his bed by sickness. The remaining 
seven all paired off, and six of them were absent 
from the city. Then the fact is not true that any, 
even a solitary one, of those present with whom 
I have been voting, failed to vote. Every one 
who had not paired off, except Mr. Bennett, 
who was sick, voted against the proposition. 
One gentleman who was in the city, but paired 
off, was at the time, I believe, making an argu- 
ment before the Supreme Court. I will conclude 
by again distinctly stating the fact, that every 
Democrat, or RicHaRDson man, who was present 
in the city, and not paired off, voted against the 
resolution with one exception, and that was the 
gentleman from Mississippi, and he was unable 
on account of illness to be in attendance? 

Mr. WADE obtained the floor. 

Mr. ALEXANDER K. MARSHALL. Iwill 
state, Mr. Clerk, that if the letter alluded to in- 
cluded those who are denominated South Ameri- 
cans, without examining the matter, still I will 
venture the assertion, thata large majority, if not 
all of them, voted against the resolution declaring 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Campse.t] the 
Speaker of the Thirty-Fourth Congress. [A 
Voice. Except one.}] I am informed that there 
was one who did not cast his vote. 

Mr. WADE. I want to say, Mr. Clerk, that 
the letter which has been read makes no direct 
charge of treachery against my colleague. None 
was intended to me made against him. It was 
but an inference from facts which I supposed were 
taking place before the eyes of us ali: nothing 
more was intended. 

My colleague says now, that he rose up and 
stated distinctly, that he had no knowledge that 
the resolution was to be introduced. Now, the 
gentleman neg s may have done this, but I did 
not see or hear him on that occasion. My col- 


TH 


league refers to the report of whatthen took place, | 


but I did not read the report of it as published in 
the Globe or elsewhere. The report referred to 

y him may make that statement, but not having 
been read by. me I did not, and could not be cog- 
hizant of his disclaimer. The resolution of the 
gentleman from Lowa was received with surprise 
and astonishment, and made no little stir in the 
part of the Hall where I sit. It would be far 


rom me to impugn his veracity or his personal | 


eet. Suppose | did. I havea high respect for 
; 'e gentleman ’s honor, and intended to state only 
* pressions made on my mind at the instant. 


® not intend to reiterate any supposed charge | 


Upon him in respect to this matter. 


I said in that letter—what I believed I was 
warranted in saying—that an inference might be 
drawn from the course that the proceedings took, 
that there was some understanding between some 
individuals. Who they were I did not pretend 
to state. I know that the gentleman from-lowa 
disclaimed at the time having consulted with 
any one, as | understood him. He stated that 
he offered it solely on his own responbibility. 
He stated afterwards that he had consulted wiih 
but a few. Who those few were, og how many 
of them there were, I did not know. I knew 
nothing about it. Gentlemen around me knew 
nothing about it. The resolution was suddenly 
Sprung upon us, and precisely that use was made 
of it by the Nebraska men which I inferred any 
man might have expected would be made of it. 
I supposed that any man would know that it 
would lead to embarrassment, and that our ene- 
mies would take the advantage of it that they 
have taken. 

That letter, sir, was written hurriedly and 
under the excitement of indignation at the course 
that things took here, under the erroneous im- 
pression that my colleague was giving them his 
sanction by his silence. 
| My colleague speaks pompously about his 

honor, and his determination to spread these 
matters abroad among my constituents, and over 
the State of Ohio. Well, now, I am perfectly 
content that my colleague shall send anything 
he chooses among my constituents; and | will 
venture to say, that they will never believe that 
1 intentionally made a wrongful charge against 
him, or that I will not do justice to him to the 
fullest extent in my power. When my colleague 
disclaims that he had any knowledge of the intro- 
duction of the resolution, there is not a man upon 
this floor—be he American, European, Asiatic, 
or African—who will do him justice with greater 
alacrity than I will; and I have only to say 
upon this subject, that I did not intend in that 
letter to do him any wrong. I thought the intro- 
duction of the resolution most extraordinary; and 
not knowing that my colleague made any remarks 
in reference to it, but supposing, on the contrary, 
that he remained silent, permitting the vote to be 
taken without disclaimer, I supposed myself war- 
ranted in drawing the inference that there was 
some understanding about it. I am happy that 
my colleague disclaims it; and I am happy to 
admit the full length and breadth of his disclaimer. 
I voted for my colleague, whilst he remained a 
candidate, I think, as steadfastly as any other 
gentleman upon this floor. I stood ready to vote 
for him to the end, and would not have flinched 
or faltered under any pressure; and when my 
colleague knows me better, he will understand 
' that I do not change my course until satisfied 
that I am wrong. 


I have nothing further to say with regard to 


| that letter. It expresses exactly the impressions 
that were made upon my mind by the occur- 
_ rences upon this floor at the time. 
| The gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Hovsron] 
says that there were no gentlemen here who did 
| not vote. There was one gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. Paine] who declined voting, and 
many members went out of the Hall while that 
| vote was being taken. Who they were I could 
not tell; but there were gentlemen who went out 
from this side of the Hall before their names 
were called. Whether they went out to avoid 
| that vote I know not, and could not say; but I 
| expressed, in that letter, the impression made 
upon my mind at the time. I exculpated the 
gentleman from Iowa from all preconcert in the 
matter. I did not implicate my colleague from 
the Stark district, [Mr. Lesrer;) and he, I pre- 
sume, neither desires nor expects any explana- 
| tion as regards him for anything stated in that 
letter. 

Mr. LEITER. No, sir. 

Mr. WADE. I know he does not. I have 
made no charge against him, nor did I intend to 
implicate (any further than I was led by misunder- 
| standing) my colleague [Mr. Campnert|]—further 
| than I was led by my ignorance of his disclaimer. 
That letter, like any letter written on the spur of 
the moment, doubtless contained some stronger 


expressions than it ought to have done, but it || 


conveyed the impressions made upon my mind 
| at the time, and they were thrown off im my seat 
| in the excitement of the moment. 
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Now, with rerard to those gentlemen whom I 
called the ** scatterers’? or ** recusants,’’? [do 
say now, that if those gentlemen had acted with 
the Democracy—if they had voted for the gentle- 
man from LIilinois, [Mr. Ricnarpson,} or were 
now voting for the gentleman from South Carolina, 
[Mr. Orr,] they would not have thrown, nor 
would now throw, so great an obstacle in the 
way of an organization of this House by the ' 
election of an anti-Nebraska Speaker as they are 
doing by the course which they have pursued 
and are now pursuing. That is my opinion still, 
I do not charge them with intending it. That is 
not what I said, or what I meant to say. I in- 
tended to say that such, in my humble judgment, 
was the effect of their course; and it is as truenow 
as it was then. These are all the remarks that I 
propose to submit to the House in relation to this 
matter. 

Mr. DUNN. I very much regret that some 
rentiemen cannot be undeceivyed upon one point, 
and that is, as to the extent of the power which 
they have over their associates upon this floor. 
Not only are they without power over each other's 
votes, but the effort, directly or indirectly, by the 
means employed here fer weeks to assert and 
exercise that power, is devoid of all decency. That 
gentleman who sends his slanders throuchout the 
country —not havin , the courage to put his name 
to them, against his own colleague, as gallanta 
man as ever fought the battle of freedom in this 
Hall—comes here, now, and reads his lectures, 
and enforces his inferences upon this Elouse and 
the country in regard to what, he says, is the 
disorganizing spirit of gentlemen who do not 
happen to agree with him, 

It ought to be a matter of utter astonishment, 
and surely ‘is so to every honest man in his sober 
senses, to observe such attacks as that contained 
in the letter we have had read, and are daily 
secing in one form and another, upon the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Camprett,| who is the 
subject of them. Everybody knows that, in the 
last Congress, he stood here the acknowledged 
leader of a little band of faithful and patriotic 
men, without food or repose, in a contest of 
thirty-six hours—the longest, and fiercest, and 
most inveterate parliamentary conflictin our his- 
tory—in defense of the just rights of freedom 
and the repose of the country. That little band, 
with no other power or protection, than that af- 
forded by the Constitution to compel the calling of 
yeas and nays, and their own integrity and courage 
under his leadership, steadily and successfully 
maintained the fortress of freedom against leagued 
aggression in overwhelming numbers, encouraged 

| and marshaled to the battle by a gentleman of con- 
summate skill and ability. Yet that strong host 
| was at last driven, by this steady repulse, ex- 
hausted and disheartened from the field. Never 
again would that conflict have been renewed, but 
for what was then unsparingly denounced as a 
shameless betrayal by those to whom I have 
alluded on a former occasion, and shall not now 
| further speak of. ‘These imputations, then, come 
not near the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Camp- 
BpeLt|—far from it. The friends of freedom 
rose up everywhere ** to do him reverence,’’ and 
those who like him had never wavered. They 
were covered with the empty honors, as it now 
seems, of only thanks and praise. From that 
day until now there has no public cireumstance 
transpired, nor any private, judging from the 
fact that the challenge has more than once been 
offered here by that gentleman to any and — 
man to refer to such facts, public or private, which 
| in the least should detract from the just appre- 
| ciation of hig conduct then. But now it would 
seem*mportaht for the promotion of the ambi- 
tious aims of others that he should in some way 
'be destroyed in this well-deserved regard of 
the public generally, and especially of all the 
members of this body. Hence, itis too palpable, 
all these attacks. It had been his misfortune to 
have been thought of and voted for more than 
once, without asking public leave to do so, for the 
speakership. ‘This is the *‘ head and front of 
his offending”’ in the estimation of his colleague 
{Mr. Wape,] and of others who are of his par- 
licular way of thinking, or it may be only of wish- 
ing. Hence all these attacks upon others hero, 
who in any possible way become the object of 
suspicion of that gentleman [Mr. Wave] and 
\| his very charitable coadjutors. But it matiers not 
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whose blunder or treachery, for the time being, 
inspires the indignation of these new, self-constl- 
tuted, and exclusive guardians of liberty and the 
land—or who are self-appointed (or it may be, for 
aucht | know, that there is a little coterie on this 
floor that issues commissions for that purpose ) 
to administer appropriate punishment on such 
wwions; one thine is always certain—that is, 
an imperious demand that “ the stragglers’? should 
come in and submit themselves, soul and body, 
to the tender mercies of those to whom, I sup- 
nose, we shall soon learn, the destiny of empire 
here belongs ** by divine right.’’ Every gentle- 
man can obey this requisiuon who chooses. I 
never shall. 

Afier the remarks, this morning, of the gentle- 
man from Iowa [Mr. ‘THortneton] in regard to 
the pretended caucus, which has so much embarrassed 
gentlemen, | should hope we are to hear no more 
of that dodge which has strangely enough been 
made to answer the double purpose of a shield 
to protect.one set of gentlemen hi re,and a sword 
to destroy another. The candidate for whom 
the gentleman is voting [Mr. Banks] expressly 
repudiated it in his remarks here upon the occa- 
sion of the general catechism of candidates, by 
declaring, in substance, that he was not the re- 
cipient of any caucus nomination. And now the 
gentleman from lowa shows us precisely what 
was understood at the time, by all concerned, 
as to thisehan caucus. It never would have been 
understood or represented in any other light, but 
that it afforded a pretext for one of the thousand 
falsehoods which have been flying out from this 
Capitol on black wings, like birds of ill omen, 
to defame and blast every man before the country, 
who would not tamely, as a hound, submit him- 
self to the lash of the hunter, To that end the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Wane] sent out, upon 
swift wines, this croaking raven of his. Let him 
cease his unprofitable and unworthy toil. 

I should be a dishonored man if I would act 
with him upon the matter which he is now urging 
upon us; and I tell him now—while there is 
nothingat all of the spirit of bravado inmy nature, 
nothing which defies physical danger and suffer- 
ing—there is no power under Heaven that can 
move me to yield that which my deliberate judg- 
ment tells me is a point of honor? Does the gen- 
tleman understand me now? I hope he may, and 
1 hope others may. And I tell him further, that 
he has colleacues who, if he does not, do under- 
stand this difficulty. There is very little in my 
disposition which opposes a proper and just ac- 
commodation of differences. I have shown a 
willineness to accommodate differences, time and 
neain, in this matter; and time and again have I 
been ruthlessly and insolently thrust off. Sir, I 
will not always goa beggar to any man’s door 
for the settlement of differences. This letter- 
writing, and this editorial system of forcing men 
into submission, have gone a very great wey in 
preventing the organization of this House. Why, 
sir, upon my colleague over the way, (Mr. Bren- 
Tron}]—than whom there lives not, or ever has 
lived, a purer-hearted or truer man, or a man of 
more rugged and unbending faithfulness in the 
cause of truth, of justice, and of freedom—we 
have all seen and read, within the last three or 
four days, an assault so base, so infamous, that 
there is not one word in all the fullness and rich- 
ness of our language vile cnough to give it a 
name. 

And this is part and parcel of a system carried 
on, in and outof this Hall, to drive men to submis- 
sion —not to principle, but to a servile support of one 
man, Sir, under God, 1 never will submit to any- 
thine which is not im accordance with my own 
well-considered and deliberate judgment™“hs to 
whatis right, just, and honorable. Gentlemen 
may use their tongues and fingers as they choose; 


ore 


they may bring out their whips; but all will be 


unavailing, 

I seek no further controversy in this matter. I 
have sought to avoid it; F have desired harmony 
with the anti-Nebraska men; I have submitted 
to very great injustice to secure it; I have been 
disposed to turn aside from personal indignity 
and insult, and bear these wrongs in patience, for 
this end; but I say to all men that, in the just and 
proper defense of that which is mine, and whicli 
the Supreme Ruler of all things and my great 
Benefactor has put in my charge—not for myself | 
alone, but in ust for those who are to bear my ! 
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name and blood Hereafter, and keep alive in the 
world, it may be for a little while, the memory 
of my actions—TI will never yield a point of honor 
or plain duty in the face of any consequences to 
myself. Cease, then, your fruitless efforts; they 
will never avail. I leave the responsibility of my 
actions to the just judgment of my country and 
my God. ‘To them I will be answerable, but not 
to that power here, whose demand is simply arro- 
cant and insolent. Butif there are those here who 
are resolved Jo force upon me a conflict, as with 
bears—or ** the beasts at Ephesus,’’—it is pos- 
sible, that my repugnance to such a condition of 
things may, in the end, yield to my necessity. 
You can pre ss matters to that point, if nothing 
less will satisfy your curiosity. 

I will remark still further, in reference to the 
imputation of that letter—for the precise language 
I do not remember—that we, who are modestly 
called recusants, were as well in the pay of the 
Administration, and serving it for compensation, 
as to occupy the attitude we do, let gentlemen 
look at the record. Ido not mean that gentle- 
man’s individual record, but the record upon that 
table; and I say,as 1 have said before, that it will 
tell a tale which will bring shame to their faces, 
rather than mine, if they have any. 

Now, sir, so far as I am concerned, this con- 
troversy ends. When gentlemen assail, [ strike 
them back; and all I ask of them is, that they 
strike like men—~—upon my face, and in the blaze of 
day. Do not practice the assassin’s game, secking the 
cover of darkness, and strike my unobserving and un- 
protected back. 

Mr. WADE. I have but a word to say in 
reply to the remarks of the gentleman from {ndi- 
ana,{Mr. Dunn.] [am not in the habit of boast- 
ing or using bravado. I am but a very plain 
man, making no pretensions of adherence-to the 
code of honor, as understood among duelists. I 
could not do it, with my notions of what is re- 
quired of me as a man. I discard that code 
utterly. 

But so far as rendering to every man what is 
justly his due, and not taking from him aught 
that belongs to him, I am the first man to ac- 
knowledge the wrong, if | have done wrong. 
Gentlemen will always find me there. 
bully; I am no duelist. 

Now, sir, the gentleman from Indiana should 
not feel so sensitive, under the circumstances,— 
myself being judge,—and if he attempts to as- 
sert that I have charged him, in that letter, with 
being in the pay of the Administration, he 
charges what is not warranted by that letter, and 
what was not intended by it. All 1 intended to 
say there—and all L intend to say now—is, that 
in the relations which those gentlemen sustain to 
the organization of this House, in my judgment 
they are doing forthe Administration a service 
which they could not do if they were in the ranks 
of that Administration. I did not impugn those 
gentlemen’s motives; I never have impugned 
their motives, here or elsewhere; and I call upon 
any and all the members upon this floor to say 
if they ever heard me impugn the motives of 
those gentlemen, in any form whatever, as cor- 
rupt or dishonest. I have never had an intention 
of doing so. I have stated that, according to my 
intellectual views of the position of those gentle- 
men, they were wrong, and wrong in the course 
they have marked out for themselves. But I 


have not passed judgment on their motives in | 


this matter. 
I can understand that gentleman justas wellas 
he can understand himself, when he says that 


force cannot he broughtto bear upon him, whether || 
by newspaper charges, newspaper letters, news- | 


paper writers, or anything of that kind; for I 


understand what a man who stands by his duty | 


means; aiid if that gentleman believes himself 
in the right, he has the same right to believe that 


Land those with whom I am aeting are utterly || 
in the wrong. There is nothing in that letter | 
which goes to sustain the inference that there is | 


any charge upon the gentleman’s personal honor, 
or anything of that kind. 
way—lI in mine. 
rious to the cause which I advocate and which he 
advocates; he does not; and there is the difference 
between us. The gentleman’s gallantry and cou- 
rage and all that sort of thing, take no effect— 
are lost upon one who disdains imputing inten- 
tional wrong to him. 


I am no 


He is acting in his || 
f condemn his course as inju- | 


28 
’ 
again took the floor. 
Mr. WADE intimated that he would yield 
the gentleman from Indiana. » 
Mr. DUNN. No, sir; finish your re 
Mr. WADE. I had nearly finished 
had gone as far as I wished to go in makine the 
explanation I desired to make. All that I haye . 
say is, that the gentleman [Mr. Dewy] is pe 
charged with anything by me, unless he Spence 
that into a charge which was but an expr : 
of opinion as to the consequences of hi 
in relation to the election of Speaker. 
Mr. DUNN. A single word, Mr. Clerk. wit! 
the indulgence of the House. If anything in <a 
remarks had the remotest tendency ‘to Sugeest to 
the mind of any man on this floor or in the world 
that [ look upon it as even an allowable thine = 
any proper sense to resort to brute force in vindi- 
cation of right, or in Opposition to Wrong, except 
in obedience to the law of nature, and that is the 
law of God, or unless where that brute fores 
, moved up by the great mandate of human Jay 
where army meets army, led by their respectiys 
chieftains, in obedience to the commands of their 
respective Governments,—ifany remark of min, 
[ say, has made the impression that | would 
sanction, with judgment, a resort to brute foree 
under other circumstances, | beg the pardon of 
all men for having so misled them. What | 
might do, in violation of my conviction of duty, 
it will be time enough to say when there js q 
vreat calamity upon me. I trust that no such 
misfortune shallever come. I should turn from 
it—press away from it—struggle to eseape it, 
as I would from a den of adders, in all excusable 
ways. [ have no toleration for the thing to 
' which the gentleman [Mr. Wane] has alluded, 
| I suppose he alluded to it with the amiable desiey 
of impressing others than me, or those who 
heard me, that that is what I meant, and that 
| that is what I want others to understand. Sir, 
there is nothing of the spirit of the bully about 
me; let me assure the gentleman of that. “A kind 
Providence gave me my intellect to fight all bat- 
tles of this character; and he does not allow that [ 
should resort to other weapons, exceptasa defense 
to that temple in which, fora season, he has set up 
his light, or of something else equally as sacred. 
| I hope to be able to keep his law, and that I may 
_have no temptation to do otherwise. That is 
what I meant to declare, and did declare. Provi- 
dence has given me the moral firmness to abide 
by the obligations of duty. Thatis what I meant 
| when I referred to my refusing to submit to all 
physical impulsion to a course where duty and 
honor clearly forbade submission or even conces- 
sion. As to any other resort, such as the gentle- 
man pretends he understood me as teferring to, | 
repeat, it will be time enough to consider what is 
to be done when serious alternatives are preseuted. 
No prudent man will be in haste to say or de- 
termine how far he would observe or disregard 
_ ordinary maxims, when he found himself, wholly 
| without fault on his own part, being driven to 
' that impassable point where degradation begins. 
No man ought to say in advance what he would 
do in such extremity. ‘* Sufficient unto the day 
is the evil thereof.”’ 
| Now, sir, one other thing: The gentleman 
| [Mr. Wape] said that he did not arraign the 
motives of myself and others who have refused to 
| vote with him. Sir, what he published in thet 
letter was notenoughfor him; but, being exposed 
‘| in that transaction, he now comes here to repeat 
the offense; and yet he says he does not assail 
| our motives; but he cannot so escape. Itis alegel 
maxim and a just one—that a man is presumed 
/to intend that, and precisely that, which is the 
legitimate consequence of his act. And I ask 
who can read that letter of the gentleman, wnac- 
quainted with the circumstances whicli have col 
‘trolled the situation and conduct of members 
here,—who I say, can read it, and not be forced to 
feel that our conduct was wrong, and so subject 
to public condemnation? Taking, then, as & 
guide, that legal maxim, the object and eiivet of 
which is to promote justice, and which does pro- 
mote it, I have a right to say, and do say, that 
the gentleman intended to do me an injury, and 
that, too, wholly without cause or excuse; and, 
as an aggravation of his wrongful act, he has not 
'| borne himself in it as a brave or a just man, but 
‘| todothat injury he sought to hide himself under 4 
\ fictitious signature. He covers himself from view 
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py taking a false name, and then sends his impu- 
tation to a distance, among strangers, to do evil, 
co that he may not be detected, and brought to 
“-nosure and shame. Even thus secure, accord- 
to his own interpretation of his letter now, 
(if what he says means anything,) he did not 
* vend to make any directly or tangibly offensive 
charge. No; notthat. What he wrote was no 
more than a shiveFing insinuation. "That does not 
help the case. It makes it worse, far worse. It 
was not the deed of a true man; but I say he was 
not content with that, for, after anSwering his col- 
league (Mr. Campse.v] this morning, now that 
je is seen, gathering courage from his necessity, 
he turns round and reads mea lecture. He reas- 
certs in substance and .enlarges upon that which 
he had before covertly and secretly sent home to 
is constituents, for circulation there and else- 
where—showing a desire to injure, but an unwill- 
ingness to answer for it. But for his having done 
this, Mr. Clerk, I should not have troubled the 
House or trespassed upon its kind indulgence, 
to which I have been so often indebted; for | have 
no respect for the hand which, however concealed 
or wrapt in darkness, still trembles while it stabs. 
Allow me to thank gentlemen for their indul- 
gence on this occasion and all others, and to say 
that I trust the future will. enable me to dismiss 
forever this subject of discussion, as disgusting to 
me in itself as its occasion is vile. 

Mr. BENNETT, of Mississippi. Mr. Clerk, 
] desire to state that 1 have but little sympathy 
with the anti-Nebraska quarrel now on hand 
with members. I merely wish to state, so far 
as allusion has been made to my name not being 
recorded on the 16th instant, that I requested my 
colleague, When my name was called, to make 
known to the House that my absence was in 
consequence of indisposition. This statement 
was made; and any allusion, either by newspaper 





scribblers or members on this floor, lam unwilling | 


to take any notice of; but leave them to enjoy all 
the consequences that may result from their own 
infamy. 


[ regret, for many reasons, that ill health has | 


prevented me, for many days, from occupying 
my place in the House. Important propositions 
have been submitted, on which | would have been 
pleased to have recorded my vote. 

Among other propositions was that of reading 
the President’s message, which was laid on the 
table, and stigmatized by members on this floor 
as an act of public indecency on the part of the 
President, in presenting it to Congress in its un- 
organized condition. It was not necessary, sir, 
for the President to have delayed longer for the 
organization of this House, for the discharge of 
a constitutional duty resting upon him. And, 
sir, must say that, however much I may respect 
the members of this House, the charge of public 
indecency could, with thrice more force, be 
charged upon this House, than the President for 
the faithful and prompt discharge of his consti- 
tutional duty. 

But, sir, in defiance of the will of this House, 
that message has gone forth to the country, and 
has met everywhere with the hearty response of 
every American heart. Sir, the President in that 
message stands forth with the Constitution in his 
hand, and, in language too plain to be misunder- 
stood, declares that the measure due to each por- 
tion of this Confederacy shall with fidelity and 
good faith be meted out to all—knowing no North, 
no South, no East, no West. 


I take this public occasion, sir, in the name of | 


my constituents, to tender to the President my 
gratitude and thanks for the sentiments in that 
message that meet the approbation of my judg- 
ment and the cordial approval of my heart—sen- 
uments, sir, that I feel sure will receive the re- 
Sponse of every southern heart, and should receive 
the approval of every lover of this Union. 


Mr, STEWART obtained the floor, and pre- | 


sented a resolution to the House. 
Mr. BRENTON. I desire to say a word by 
way of personal explanation. 
Mr. STEWART. I will withdraw my resolu- 
tion until the gentleman has given his explanation. 
Mr. BRENTON. Mr. Clerk, the attack, per- 
sonal in its character, which has been made upon 
me through the public press, and which has been 
alluded to upon the floor of the House to-day, 
has called round me a number of friends, who 
desired to know whether it was my intention to 


| rest silent under the imputations heaped upon 


| 
} 
| 
| 


! 











| that I desire to eiv 


me, without some attempt to repel them. 

I have simply to say to the House at this time, 
a fair opportunity to those 
who have assailed me, to set me right befare the 
country. Upon their failing to do so, however 


ts 


I give notice that I shall, ata proper time, avail 


myself of my privileges, as a member of this 
House and as an American citizen, to meet 
whatever has been said, or whatever may be sajd, 
in regard to my course jtere or in regard to my 


| character. 


I give this notice now, that those who have ex- 


| pected that I should defend myself may be assured 
| that [am not willing to rest under the charges 


that have been made; nor am I willing that those 
who have thus assailed me shall not have an op- 
portunity of putting me right, if they are disposed 
todo so. If not, I shall thenavail myself of my 
rights to defend upon this floor my character and 
my course. 


Mr. STEWART. I submit the following reso- 


lution: 


Resolved, That, inasmuch as the directions of the act of 


‘the Congress of the United States, entitled “* An act to reg 


ulate the time and manner of administering certain oaths,”’ 


passed at the first session, cannot be carried out, and do not | 


seem to apply to the existing condition of this House, and, 
under the circumstances, the third clause of the sixth arti 

cle of the Constitution of the United States ought, in the 
spirit of that clause, to be religiously observed, the Clerk of 
this House is hereby directed to administer the oath or af- 
firmation to each member of this House to support the Con 

stitution of the United States, in the form preseribed by the 
first section of the said statute of 1789, chapter 1. 


I merely desire to say to the House, that in 
times like these, when disorder seems to reign, it 
is advisable that we should go strictly according 


to the requirements of the Constitution of the 


United States. 


Now, sir, I hold that the act of 1789, which is | 


the authority for the established usage in this 
respect, is not applicable to cases of this sort— 
cases such as that embraced in the 
which I have had the honor to offer. Itis clearly, 
to my mind, a casus omissus. At the time of the 
passage of that act, no man in his senses could 
have contemplated such a state of things as now 


resolution 


exists. The Constitution of the United States, in | 


the sixth article and third clause, requires all offi- 
cers, State and National, to take an oath to support 
the Constitution of the United States. But the 


act of 1789, which was the first law passed by the | 
Congress of the United States after the adoption | 


of the Constitution, provides that a Speaker, whon 


| chosen, shall be sworn by some member of the | 


House, and shall then proceed to administer the 
oath to the various members. That act, however, 
I apprehend, contemplated only cases where a 
Speaker should be immediately chosen on the 
first day of the session. But, sir, we have now 


| been in session some seven or eight weeks, and 
we are attempting to transact business to some | 


extent—quasi business, at least—in disregard of 


that provision of the Constitution which requires 


that we shall first take an oath to support that 
Constitution. 

I do not mean to intimate that members, with- 
out having taken that oath, would feel themselves 


| at liberty to act in disregard of the guarantees 





and sanctions of the Constitution. 
sign to intimate, that they will not endeavor to 


discharge their duties properly; but, nevertheless, | 


as this sanction has been required by the Consti- 
tution of the United States, and inasmuch as the 
act of 1789 clearly does not meet the exigencies 
of the present state of things, and forasmuch as 


I do not de- | 


the Constitution is the paramount law, and is | 


obligatory upon this House, the proposition— 
which I apprehend will not be disputed by any 


|; member upon this floor who is learned in the 


law—presents itself, that under the sixth act of 
the Constitution, and third clause, which makes 


it obligatory upon all officers, State and National, | 
to take an oath to support the Constitution of the | 


United States, we are bound, in the present state 


of things, to take the oaths required of us, in the | 
manner prescribed in the resolution I have offered, | 


or in some other manner. 


e i 
The resolution declares that the oath shall be 


administered in the form prescribed by the act of 
1789. 


| House that, if we intend not to disregard the obli- 


gations of the Constitution, it behooves all those 
at least who hold to a strict construction of that 


I think it will occur to the members of the | 
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faith all its requirements, to take some course 
of action for discharging those duties which the 
Constitution of the Untied States seems plainly 
and imperatively to require. : 

The act of 1729 is in in 
features, a rather sitneular statute. The 
tution requires all officers, State and National, to 
take the oath; but the act of 1789 requires the 
Speaker, after he is elected, to administer the oath 
to the other members. Why, sir, we 
forming a hich and grave official act in the elee- 
tion of a Speaker, and I cannot think that that 
act would have been spread upon the statute-book, 
except upon the supposition at the time that the 
Speaker would be elected upon the very first day 
of the session, and then that he should at once 
proceed to administer the oath to the other mem- 
bers, so that the acts should be somewhat simul- 
taneous, and so considered. 

But, sir, in the present condition of the House 
—in this unprecedented state of things, when we 
have no law to guide us except the act of 1789, 
and that act is certainly inapplicable to us, I hold 
that the Constitution of the United States as the 
paramount law, should be our guide, and that the 
oath required to be taken by the sixth article, and 
third clause of that instrument, should be admin- 
istered to themembers of this House. Having dis- 
charged what I conceived to be a solemn duty, in 
calling the attention of the members to this matter, 
I submitthe resolution to the superior judgment of 
the House. The resolution directs the Clerk. I 
have looked at the proceedings of the First Con- 
cress of the United States, and by a simple resolu- 
tion, adopted previous to the passage of the act of 
1789, the members of the House of Represent- 
atives were sworn in; and it is now competent, 
for the purpose of electing a Speaker and organ- 
ization, to empower the Clerk, or any other offi- 
cer that we may think proper, to administer the 
oath or affirmation which is prescribed by the 
Constitution. 

Such is the purport of the resolution which I 
have the honor to submit. I have deemed it my 
duty, according to my apprehension of the obli- 
rations imposed on me by that instrument, and 
looking to the act of 1789, which does reach this 
case, to offer the proposition which I have done. 
I say that, under the Constitution of the United 
States, each member should proceed to take the 
oath or affirmation in pursuance of the article to 
which I have called attention. With this view, 
I ask a vote on the resolution. 

The question was put, and the Clerk declared 
that in his opinion the negative had it 

Mr.STEWART. I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and the resolution 
was rejected. 

VOTE FOR SPEAKER. 

The House then proceeded to vote the one 
hundred and twenty-eighth time for Speaker, 
with the following result: Whole number of votes 
cast, 206; necessary to a choice, 104; of which— 


itself, its 


Consti- 


some of 


are per- 


Nathaniel P. Banks received..... beanvhee sbedhenna . 37 
James L. Orr........ meneees cook cedadeseunens péaed, an 
Henry M. Fuller..... cccccccccces coccpesces ccoses 35 
JOM Wes Seta hence ccccaptccceceneceuswan eee'éne 3 
Alexander C. M. Pennington.... ..cccccecccccsecs 2 
Jokers VMAs ooo ckc cece ccs cece cecesececsecsese I 
Piroanad Ly. FIRES. occ ccccccccccccconseccccscsses l 


So there was no choice. 

The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Banks — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss. Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James 
H. Campbell, Lewie D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, 
Colfax, Comins, Ciiwson, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, 
Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
Durfee, Edie, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. 
Hall. Hartan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. 
Horton, Howard, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowltoa, 
Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace. Matteson, McCarty, Meach- 
am, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nich- 
ols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Perry, Pettit, 
Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Sabin, 
Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranaban, 
Tappan, Thorington, ‘Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Tyson, 
Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron. Cadwalader ©. 
Wastiburne, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wat 
son, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, und Woodworth. 

For Mr. Orr — Messrs. Aiken, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, 
Hendley 5. Bennett, Bocock, Boyce, Branch, Buriett, 
Cadwalader, Caruthers, Cazkie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, 
Williameon R. W. Cobb, Davidson, Dowdell, Edmundson, 
Elliott, English, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, 
Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Herbert, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. 
Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Luinpkin, Samuel 


|| instrument, and who are for carrying out in good || 8. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, McQueen, Suuth Miller, 
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Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, Peck, Phelps, Powell, 
Quitman, Richardson, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
Samact A. Smith, William Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Tal 
bot. Taylor, Warner, Watkins, Wells, Williams, Wins 
jow. Danic! B. Wright, and John V. Wright. 3 
Fux Mr. Fuller—Meesrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, 4 ar- 
lite. Bayard Clark, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, 
Fiberidge, Evans, Bustis, Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Hoff- 
man. Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Alexander K Marshal!,Hum- 
pirey Marshall, Millward, Paine, Porter, Puryear, Reade, 
Ready, Ricnud, Rivers, William K. Sinith, Sneed, Swope, 
‘T'rippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, Whitney, and Zolli- 
cofier. 

For Mr. Pennineton—Messrs. Harrison, Haven, and 
Scott. 

For Mr. Edie—Meassrs. Dunn and Moore. 

For Mr. Willians—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Harris—Mr. Orr. 

Pending the call, 

Mr. FULLER, of Pennsylvania, stated that he 
had paired off with Mr. Pennincron. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
ten minutes to three o’clock) the House ad- 
journed till to-morrow, at twelve o’clock, m. 


& 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvrspay, January 29, 1896. 

The House was called to order by the Clerk 
at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer by Rev. Dr. Pyne. 

The Journal of yesterday was read andapproved. 
PROPOSITION FOR ELECTION OF A SPEAKER. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Me. Clerk, I desire to 
submit, for the serious consideration and adoption 
by the Hlouse, resolutions which I now send to 
the Clerk’s table. I am fully acquainted with 
the want of success that has resulted from the 
partial expedients which have been tried already ; 
and it is in the belief the proposition | present is 
the only one by which an organization can be 
effected, that I ask for it at the hands of mem- 
bers a fair and candid consideration. I am sure 
that if it is adopted and carried out in good faith, 
it will work out the election of a Speaker within 
three days. Lcall for the previous question, and 
the yeas and nays on the adoption of the resolu- 
tions. 

The Clerk read the resolutions, as follows: 

Resolved, ‘That for the purpose of electing a Speaker for 
the Thirty-Pourth Congress of the United States, the Clerk 
shall, immediately on the adoption of this resolution, call 
the roll of the members; that when the name o/ the first 
member on the roll is called, the Clerk shall put the ques- 
tion to the House—** Shall said member be Speaker of the 
House ??? which question shall be taken by yeas and nays; 
and should said member reccive a majority of all the votes 
east, being a majority ofa quorum, he shall thereupon be 
declared to be elected Speaker. But should he receive no 
such majority, the name nexton the roll shall be called, 
and in like manner voted upon; and so on through the roll, 
until some member shall receive a inajority as aforesaid, or 
the roll be called through: Provided, That the name of the 
mover of this resolution shall not be called to be voted on 
as aforesaid: nd provided further, That when the name 
of any other member is called who is unwilling it shall be 
voted on, it may be exempted from a vote by the consent of 
the House. And if, when the roll shall have been called 
tivough and voted on as aforesaid, no member shall have 
received & majority as aforesaid, then a vote shall be taken 
cirectly between the two members who shall! have received 
the largest number of votes, and he who upon that vote 
shail receive the largest number of votes shali be Speaker : 
Provided, That if, when the roll is thus called through, and 
voted upon as aforesaid, there shall be a tie between two 
or more members who have received the largest number of 
votes, Or between two or more who have received next to 
the largest number of votes, then a test vote shall be taken 
between such members thus tied, and a final vote as be- 
fore directed between the two members who may thus 
appear to have reccived the largest number of votes. 

Resolved, That in taking the votes before directed, no 
debate or personal explanation shall be in order, except by 
the unanimous consent of the House. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Clerk, the diffi- 
culty, Ll apprehend, in the way of an election of a 
Speaker is, because there are too many candidates. 
These resolutions increase the present large num- 
ber; and I therefore move that they be laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. CARLILE. Idemand the yeas and nays 
on the motion to lay on the table. 

Mr. DUNN. I will make a suggestion: We 
do not and cannot, on a mere reading, understand 
exactly what is the nature of the resolution. I 
submit that it lie on the table one day. The 
will be printed in the Globes and by to-morrow ‘s 
session we shall have an opportunity of more 
carefully examining them. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I shall be glad to have 
the course pursued which has been suggested. I 
withdraw the resolutions, therefore, and give no- 
tice that I will again present them to-morrow. 





| CALL OF THE HOUSE. 

| Mr. WALKER. I move that there be call 
| of the House; and on that motion demand the 
| yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

| Mr. CADWALADER. I demand tellers on 
the call of the House, 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Capwat- 
ADER and Kwicnr were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 

orted—ayes 21, noes 96. 

So the motion was disagreed to. 

ELECTION OF SPEAKER BY STATES. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Clerk, I rise this 
morning, not for the purpose of introducing a 
proposition to this Housc, but for the purpose 
of reading and giving notice of a resolution which 
I shall present to the House to-morrow, for the 
purpose of organizing the same, if not organized 
during this day. 

This House, sir, has tried to elect a presiding 
officer by the votes of the individual members com- 
| posing it, and it has tried to adopt the plurality 
|rule, which would secure an election. It has 
failed in both those efforts. I shall to-morrow 
morning introduce a proposition to elect a Speaker 
| of this House in the same way which is provided 
in the Constitution of the United States for the 
election of a President when it devolves upon this 
House; and being fully satisfied that gentlemen 
of all parties could not vote for that proposition 
this morning, for the reason that they could not 
have time to consider the propriety of it, I will 
read the resolution now, so that it can be reported 
in the papers; and I shall ask for a vote upon it 
immediately after the reading of the minutes to- 
morrow morning. The resolution which I pro- 
pose, sir, 1s this: 





Be it resolved, That the House of Representatives do 
| now proceed to the election of a Speaker tn the same way 
and manner as is provided by the Constitution of the United 
States for the election of the President thereof whenever 
the same shall devolve upon this House; that is to say, 
the Clerk shall call the roll by States, and each State cast 
one vote, as the same shall be called ; and the person having 
amajority of the States shall be the Speaker of the Llouse 


a hd 


of Representatives for the Thirty-fourth Congress. 


I give notice that I shall introduce that resolu- 
tion to-morrow. 

INEXPEDIENCY OF CAUCUS NOMINATIONS. 

Mr. ALEXANDER K. MARSHALL. I offer 
the following resolution: 

Resolred, That it is the opinion of the members of this 
House that the presentation of party nominees has a tend- 
ency to retard an organization, and that therefore it is the 
duty of the different parties to withdraw such nominations, 
leaving each member tree trom the control or influence of 
caucus determinations. 

Mr. Clerk, a resolution very similar to this 
was offered the other day by the gentleman from 
Arkansas, [Mr. Rust,] but it was voted down. 
The difference, however, between the resolution 
which I offer and the one offered by the gentleman 
from Arkansas is this: that resolution pointed 
directly to the individuals who were named by the 
different parties, and it might, therefore, be con- 
strued into something like a personal objection 
to those members. The resolution which | offer, 
sir, does not point to the individuals themselves, 
but simply suggests that the fact of being arrayed 
here under their named leaders forces their oppo- 
nents to vote against those nominees. My object 
is, that these nominees shall all be withdrawn, 
and that the members of this House shall make 
such a selection as they may believe the best in- 
terests of the country require, and vote according 
to the dictates of their own judgment. 

I will take occasion here to state to the Dem- 
ocratic party—for I must be permitted to say that 
I have no proposition to make to the gentlemen on 
the other side of the House; but 1 wish to say to 
my friends‘on the Democratic side, that, without 
any consultation whatever with the members who 
compose the little body with which I act, I will 
venture to assert, that if that resolution is passed, 
we are ready to accede to one of two proposi- 
tions. First, we will name a man of their party, 
one who has been acting with them throughout, 

“one who proclaims himself of their organization— 
we will name him, we will unite upon him, and, 
if we can, we willelect him. And, if that prepo- 
| sition does not suit, they may take any man they 
| choose of our party, and we will not dictate to 
them. They may select any one of our number 





|| that best suits their purposes, and we will unite 
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| the reasons that induced them. 


| with them, will act with them, 

I said we will try to elect the man of 
| proposed by us. 
| for a man of our side we will elect him. 


will at least test the determination, and wil 
= of the Democratic part} to organize thig 


_ responsibility for non-organization in its 
| place. ? 
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and will elect him, 
t their part 
I know if they name and Vote 


Now, sir, if this resolution is adopted—and I 
may, perhaps, whether it be adopted or not, take 
the liberty of following it up with another, which 


] re. 
ouse—it will place this vexed question of the 
proper 


I demand the previous 
sage of the resolution. 

Mr. MILLSON. Will the gentleman from 
Kentucky withdraw his demand for the previous 
question fora moment? I will renew it. 

Mr. MARSHALL. At the request of my 
friend from Virginia I will withdraw it for q 


question upon the pas- 


/moment, as he has pledged himself to renew jt, 


*Several Members. Let the resolution be read 
again. 
The resolution was accordingly read again. 
Mr. MILLSON. I concur with much that the 
gentleman from Kentucky has said, as to the 
difficulties which have prevented a perfect orgay- 
ization of the House; and particularly in his 
opinion that the election of a Speaker has prob- 
ably been defeated by the caucus nominations 
made at the commencement of the session. But 
[ still think there are objections to the adoption 
of his resolution, whisk will readily suggest 


| themselves to every member. The House knows 


nothing of parties; the Journal knows nothing 
of parties. The nominations made here haye 
been made by different members on this floor, 
and they do not appear upon the Journal as 
nominations coming from one party or another, 
It is not for the House, then, as a body, to know 


_ the grounds on which these candidates have been 


proposed. Yet, sir, I entirely agree with the 
gentleman from Kentucky, in the opinion that 
these caucus nominations should not have been 
made; or, if made at all, that they should not 
have been accompanied with an expression of 
Nominations 


| have been made when they ought not to have 


been made, and perhaps others ought to have 
been made when they were not nfade. 
When I came to Washington, at the com- 


| mencement of this session, I heard with astonish- 


ment that most of the Democratic members had 
met in caucus and made a nomination; and made 
a nomination for areason. I had never heard 
before of anomination, under such circumstances, 
forareason. That party was in an ascertained 
minority. The very resolution they adopted 
proclaimed that they were in a minority; and 
though I will not undertake to say that the thing 


' never happened before, yet I confess I do not 
/ remember to have ever before heard of a minority 


| a concentration of. votes. 


caucus for the purpose of making a nomination. 
Caucuses belong to majorities. The object of a 
caucus is to secure the election of a candidate by 
But no concentration 
of the votes of a minority ever can effect an elec- 
tion. All that they can do is to take advantage 
of the chapter of accidents. It could not have 


| been that the caucus designed to conceal, or was 


unwilling to confess, that they were in a minor- 
ity; for then it was rather inconsistent to pro- 


claim in their resolution that they stood in a mi- 


nority. If they desired to concentrate their own 


_ votes, inthe hope that it would ultimately aid the 
election of their candidate, I think it was rather 


to be wished that the votes should first have been 


| scattered as widely as possible, in order that they 


might be concentrated at the last. b 
Who, sir, can doubt that the nomination then 
made, for the reason assigned, prevented the dis- 


tinguished nominee of that caucus [Mr. Ricu- 


ARDSON] from receiving votes that he might and 
would otherwise have obtained? I do not mean 
to say that it ought to have deterred any one from 
voting for him; I did not so regard it. I would 
not allow the reasons of others, whether ill chosen 
or not, to deter me from doing what | might well 
do for my own reasons. I do not choose that 
the errors of others should be the- master of my 
judgment. Though the reluctance of other gen- 
tlemen, then, to vote for the nominee on this 
account may be excused, I do not consider it 
justified. That question, however, it is for them 
to determine. ‘ 
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attributable to all parties and to all members; I | 
take my share of it. I cannot justify myself for 
having voted eight weeks in this House for one 
cingle candidate. It shall not occur again. Be- 
lieving as I do, that our failure to elect a presid- 
ing oficer of this House has cast more reproach 
on our national reputation, both at home and 
abroad, than anyother event in our political his- 
tory, | contemplate the present position of things 
most painfully. I had supposed, sir, that the 
experience of eight weeks would have brought | 
with it some instruction, and that the withdrawal 
of my friend from Illinois [Mr. Ricnarpson] 
would have been followed by the selection—not | 
hy caucus nomination, but by a gradual concen- | 
tration of votes—of some other gentleman to be | 
supported by us. But it was not so. A caucus 
was again held, and it put in nomination another 
centleman of great ability and eminent fitness for 
the station, but it placed him on the precise 
grounds occupied by his predecessor, and sub- 
‘jected him to all the disadvantages and difficulties 
which have prevented his election. ' 
Sir, in this respect, no party here is excusable; 
none is without fault. The gentlemen who have | 
becn voting for Mr. Futter can no more claima 
justification of their course than the gentlemen 
with whom I have been acting; and as to the gen- 
tlemen who have been voting for Mr. Banks, I 
do not see how they are to be excused for per- 
sisting so long in voting for him alone, in the face | 
of the determination repeatedly expressed by this 
House, that that gentleman shall not be its Speaker. 
J would not be understood as assuming to dic- | 
tate to that gentleman or to his friends; and I speak 
in no terms of harshness; I speak in terms of 
parliamentary courtesy, when I say that [ would | 
not be placed in the position which he is made to | 
occupy without protesting vehemently and in- 


dignantly against any such use of my name. I | 


do then think, sir, that the House of Representa- | 
tives has scarcely yet made a serious effort to elect 
a Speaker. 

Mr. MILLSON renewed the call for the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. ALLISON addressed the Clerk. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Kentucky 
[Mr. Atexanper K. Marsnatr] demanded the 
previous question on the resolution which he 
offered. ‘That call he withdrew, for the purpose 
of allowing the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Miitson] to address the Flouse. The call having 
been renewed, debate is not in order. ‘4 

Mr. ALLISON. I hope the gentleman from | 
Kentucky will again withdraw his call for the 
previous question. 

Mr. ALEXANDER K. MARSHALL. Hav- 
ing already withdrawn the call for the benefit of 
a gentleman on one side of the House, I deem it 
fit that the other side of the House shall also be 
heard; and therefore I again withdraw the call 
for the previous question, 

Mr. ALLISON. Lam obliged to the gentle- 
man from Kentucky for having withdrawn, at 
my request, his call for the previous question. It 
will be remembered, Mr. Clerk, that the gentle- 
man from Arkansas [Mr. Rust] offered, some 
days ago, a resolution similar to the one now 
proposed by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Avcexanper K. Marsnatt;] and I rose for the 
purpose of objecting to that resolution on this 
ground—and I hope that my Democratic friends 
will pay attention to it. 

_I think that these resolutions violate the prin- 
ciple of squatter sovereignty, inasmuch as they 


dictate to one people their course of policy. That | 


is in violation of the great Democratic principle 
of letting every people take care of themselves. 
Now the Republican party have thought proper 


to pursue one course of policy, which does not | 


however appear to suit our friends on the other 


side of the House; but if they would pay proper | 
respect to the great principle which they so much || 
admire, they would permit us still to continue our | 


own course, and to be governed by our own ideas 
of propriety in this case. We are perfectly will- 
ing that our Democratic friends may nominate 
and support.whom they please,and may present 
him to the House for Speaker—have him voted 


for as often as they may deem proper. We are | 


perfectly willing that our southern American 
friends shall do the same thing. But we ask that, 
in the resolutions which they offer, they shall have 
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I think, then, Mrs Clerk, that much blame is || a proper regard to that great principle which they | 


so much admire—namely, that every people shall 


| have a right to take care of themselves, and vote 


for the candidate of their own selection, without 
| intfererence from other parties. 

Now, if they permit us to do that, we will en- 
deavor to present such a candidate as will insure 
the largest support from our side of the House; 
| and we willendeavor to present a candidate worthy 
of the support of their side of the House. And 
we have, I take it, presented such a candidate in 
the person of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
{Mr. Banxs,]—a gentleman in every respect 
worthy of the support of those who have sup- 
ported him—a gentleman who would discharge 
the duties of that office with great honor to himself, 
and I doubt not, with acceptability to the mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives. I hope 


that our friends may treat us as they have been | 


treated by this side of the House. Il ask nothing 
more, and I trust that nothing else will character- 
ize their action in the House of Representatives. 
Under the sense of the obligations imposed upon 
us, we will strive to meet these obligations in 


view of our responsibility to the country. We | 
will so act and so demean ourselves as will, in | 
our opinion, comport with a proper sense of our | 


honor, and of the responsibilities which devolve 
upon us. I therefore trust that we will have no 
more resolutions endeavoring to dictate to the 
members on this side of the House, from gentle- 
men of the other, for whom we shall throw our 
votes, or what should be our course of action. 

I renew the call for the previous question. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I trust the call for the 
previous question will not be urged now. 


in view of my promise to the gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. ALexanper K. Marsmatt.] 

Mr. MARSHALL intimated his willingness 
to withdraw the call temporarily. 

Mr. COBB. 
withdraw the call merely for my benefit, and to 
be renewed again; but Lask him to withdraw it 
in order that this question may be fully discussed. 
Three sides of the House have been heard on 
this resolution, and the fourth has not. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Nothing could afford me 
greater pleasure than to accommodate the gentle- 
man from Georgia. 

Mr. COBB. Lask the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky to withdraw his call for the previous ques- 
tion altogether. I want to say a very few words 
in relation to the proposition itself, and in reply 
to the remarks made by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Miuuson. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Then I will simply re- 
mark, before I withdraw the call for the previous 
question, that I shall not ask its renewal. 
would not have withdrawn it at the request of 


the honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania, [ Mr. || 


| Attison,] had I supposed that he desired to make 
a party speech rather than a speech to the reso- 
lution. I will rely, however, on the gentleman 
from Georgia, [Mr. Coss,] believing—from the 
knowledge I have of him—that he will confine 
himself entirely to that which is before the House, 
or to a response to the remarks which have been 
made, and to which the resolution has given rise. 
I therefore withdraw the call for the previous 
question, and will not ask him to renew it. 


Mr. COBB. IfI caught correctly the meaning | 
of the resolution as it was read, it enunciates the | 


proposition, that the nomination of candidates for 
the speakership by the respective parties in this 


fact that these parties have made nominations; 
and seeks to have the’election hereafter conducted 
free from party nominations. I do not concur in 


to vote against the resolution offered by the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, [Mr. A. K. Marsa t.} 
The gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Mitison, | 


'| assails the Democratic party for the course it has 
|| pursued in originally making a nomination, and 
| for its being guilty of what he terms the extraor- 
| dinary proceeding of giving a reason for the sup- 
pert which the party promised to its candidate. 
| will support no candidate for any office without 
| there being a reason for it; and when the reason 

ceases to operate, my suppors will be withdrawn 
| from the candidate. I see no difference between 


Mr. ALLISON, Ihave renewed the call merely | 


I do not wish the gentleman to | 


| House has precluded the organization of the | 
House; it attributes the failure to organize to the 


that idea; and therefore I shall feel myself bound || 


in supporting the principle of that resolution, | 


Si 


an individual giving a reason for his support of 
a candidate, and a party, composed of individ- 
uals, uniting and giving the same reason. 

But, sir, in reference to the course pursued by 
the Democratic party, so far as Iam concerned 
as a member of that party, I justify its proceed- 
ings, and I sanctioned them at the time. Its 
subsequent proceeding | also sanctioned, and I 
sanction it to-day; and on a former occasion I 
trespassed on the patience of this House to give 
my reasons forit. Whatdid they do, sir? They 
met together, nominated a candidate, and an- 
nounced their principles—announced thteir princi- 
ples on two great, leading, controlling, iad para- 
mount questions. They have adhered to those 
principles. But it was said, that that announce- 
ment was offehsive to the gentlemen composing 
another party, who, perhaps, apart from that con- 
sideration, would have given their support to the 
etndidate whom we had nominated. Sir, over’ 
and over again have we, on this floor, disclaimed 
any intention to make that resolution offensive to 
anybody; and, in the declaration last made by 
that party why we adhered to the principles an- 
nounced by our first caucus, there was no inten- 
tion then, or at tlre first caucus, to make any 
declaration offensive to any party whatever in 
this House. We simply ails a declaration of 
the principles upon which our party stood 

But, sir, in the history of political parties in 
this country, this is the first time, within my 
knowledge, that a party has been condemned for 
an avowal of its principles. I have heard of par- 
tics being assailed, and assailed vidlently, for 
seeking to withhold their principles. I have 
heard of parties being condemned for seeking to 
palm off upon the country their candidates, with- 
out an avowal of the principles upon which they 
stood. But it has been left to the state of things 
now prevailing to disclose an assault upon a 
party for having publicly made known their prin- 
ciples and their determination to maintain them. 

If f am asked for my reason for upholding the 
course of the Democratic caucus in this House, 
I will give it. It is this, sir: Why do we ad- 

| here to this principle? I state frankly and can- 
| didly to this House, and to the country, that I 
regard the preservation of the organization of the 
Democratic party as essential to the best inter- 
ests of this country. And Lam unwilling to waive 
that organization, by the abandonment or the 
withdrawal of its principles. In one sentence 
my reason is made known. I regard the con- 
| tinuance of the organization of the Democratic 
party of this country as of more importance than 
the election of any man as Speaker of this House. 
I believe that the best interests of this country 
would suffer more deeply if that organization were 
abandoned than by the election of any man to the 
speakership of this House. You may charge 
me with speaking as a party man. I speak of 


|| this party, because 6f the priscigien which it is 


bound to carry out in the future administration 

of this Government. Sir, these very principles, 

which were announced by the first caucus which 
| nominated Mr. Ricnarpson, and adhered to by 
the subsequent caucus which nominated Mr. 

Orn, are the principles of the Democratic party— 

announced, defended, and successfully maintained 

before the country; and these caucuses did nothing 
|| more and nothing less than to declare that fact. 
|| Having principles, we announced them; having 
principles, we adhered to them. 
| Mr MILLSON. Will the gentleman now 
| allow me to say a word? 

Mr. COBB. If I have misrepresented the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, I will allow him to correct 
\||me. I have no time to spare. 
|| Mr.MILLSON. The gentleman from Georgia 
|| has been pleased to represent the remarks I sub- 

mitted, expressing my opinions as to the rea- 
sons which have delayed the organization of this 

House, and in which I had expressed the belief 

that all parties were justly chargeable with blame 
for having produced these results—I say the 
gentleman from Georgia has been pleased to rep- 
resent me in these remarks as having committed 
an assault upon the Democratic party of the coun- 
Mtry. Now, 1 want to say to that gentleman, in 
the first place, that the Representatives who assem- 
bled in that caucus do not constitute the Demo-. 
cratic party; in the second place, I protest against 
the injastice of being represented as assailing 
the Democratic party in this House, for having, 
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in common with many of the staunchest and most 
experienced Democrats in the House, doubted the 
correctness of the policy which controlled that 
caucus. ; 

Vir. COBB, (resuming.) I intended, in my 
reply to the gentleman from Virginia, to say 
nothing more nor less than simply this: to vindi- 
cate the policy which the Democratic party of 
this House, in its caucus, pursued, and to show 
that it did not deserve the assaults that have been 
made from various quarters upon It. — I intended 
nothing more. Whether that policy is approved 
by the members of this House, by our constitu- 
ents, or by the pe ople of the country at large, is 
a question which must be decided hereafter. We 
stand before the country upon the programme we 
have place d before them in the resolutions adopte d 
by our party caucus. The scare the reasons which 

. have justified our course. It is for the country 
to judge whether we are right, or whether we are 
wrong; whether it is best for a party to declare 
irs principles, or withhold them from the public 
eye. Iam ready to meet that issue and abide 
the public judgment upon it. 

Mr. WHETNEY. Mr. Clerk, I have but very 
few words to say, and will preface my remarks 
by stating that I cannot support the resolution of 
the honorable gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Avexanper K. Marsuary.] That gentleman 
has acted with me in the same school of polities; 
and he has been candid enough to say, that in pre- 
senting his resolution, it was offered upon his own 
responsibility. But, sir, the honorable gentleman 
wentfurther. Tle went so faras to make a propo- 
sition to the Administration party of this House, 
predicating upon that proposition a probability 
of an organization of the House by the election 
of a Democratic Speaker. 
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Now, sir, | am prepared to say that no such | 


proposition as that can ever meet my sanction, 


Chis is not the first time, I regret to say, that | 


individual members of our American party have, 
upon their own responsibility, made tenders to 
the Administration. 


I deem it proper, sir, just here to define my | 


position upon that subject, plainly and unequivo- 
cally. Mr. Clerk, let me say that I shall be 
bound by no caucus; I shall be bound by no 


combination to support this Administration in its | 
se position or in its measures, either by | 


egislation or by the election of a Speaker of this 
House. 


I stand here, sir,an American—a representative 


of the American sentiment, of the American party 
of this country, distinct in all of its elements 


from the characterisucs of the present Adminis- | 


tration. 
[ should falsify my position should I silently 


permit a proposition from one of my associates | 


to go before the world, to the effect that this party 


is willing to coalesce with the Democratic party | 


in the organization of the House, by the choice 
of an Administration member as Speaker of the 
House. 


Sir, L have not that extraordinary respect for | 


parties which my honorable friend from Georgia 
{Mr. Copp] seems to entertain. If I did not 
misunderstand him, he stated that he regarded 


the organization and the existence of the Demo- | 


cratic party—speaking of course for that party 
in its present aspect—as of far more importance 
than the election of a Speaker of this House. 
By this we are given to understand that the exist- 
ence of the present Administration party is of supe- 


rior, of more absolute importance, in his estima- | 


tion, than the organization of a coérdinate branch 
of the Government of the country. Sir, upon 


that point I canagres with the honorable gentle- | 


man. 1 regard the election of a Speaker of this 
House, whatever his shade of politics may be, 
as of far less importance in respect to party than 
it is in respect to the condition in which the 
country is now placed for want of that organiza- 
tion. The Phas of the Government are stopped 


in consequence of the disagreement on the part | 


of the members of this House in the election of 
its Speaker. 

T am prepared to vote for any feasible plan for 
the organization of the House which shall not 
commit me either to this Administration or to 
any sectional party whatever, whether that party 
emanates from the North or the South, I am 
neither 4 northern man in politics, nor a southern 
mau. I am in favor of a national party—one 


eR 


disposed to stand between the extremes in this 
aritating controversy—and, if possible, ¢ ffect an 
orranization. 

Sir, the country demands an organization on 
some terms. 1 feel, for one, that I have held 
my position here as a national party man as long 
as the country requires me to do it; and I repeat 
that, under that impression, I am prepared to vote 
for any feasible plan which shall not commit me 
either to the Administration, as it now exists, or 
to any sectional issue. I desire the gentleman 
from Kentucky, {Mr.Acexanper K. Marsnat,] 
for whom I entertain the most cordial friendship 
and respect, to understand, in making the propo- 
sition, 1t must be on his responsibility, and for 
those who agree with him, but not for me. 

Messrs. ALEXANDER K. MARSHALL, 
CULLEN, and MceMULLIN took the floor, 
The Clerk recognized Mr. MarsHatv. 

Several Members. He has already spoken on 
the subject. 

Mr. MARSHALL. [rise to call for the pre- 
vious question on my resolution, 

The CLERK. The previous question is 
moved. 

Mr. BOCOCK. If the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky was not entitled to the floer to speak, he 
was not entitled to take the floor from either the 
gentleman from Delaware, or my colleague, to 
call for the previous question. 

The CLERK. The three gentlemen took the 
floor at the same time. The Clerk recognized the 
gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Avexanper K. 
Marsna.z,] from a previous understanding that 
it was his intention to call for the previous ques- 
tion on his resolution. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I withdraw the call for 
the previous question. When I submitted my 
resolution, I stated to the House that it was done 
on my own responsibility. 

The CLERK. Debat® is not in order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If debate is in order, the 
gentleman from Delaware is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I will not embarrass the 
proceedings of the House. I yield the floor to 
the gentleman from Delaware. 

Mr. CULLEN. Mr. Clerk, I rise for the pur- 
pose of submitting a few remarks on the pending 
proposition. When I came here to attend the 
present Congress, I knew nothing of the pecu- 
iar party divisions of this House. I knew not 
how the members stood. I sought information 
from all sources from whence it could be ob- 
tained. I earnestly desired to cast such a vote 
for the Speaker of this House as I believed 
would be gratifying tomy constituents and satis- 
factory to myscif, and such a one as ought to be 
expected from every men who cherishes national 
impulses and an unselfish love of country; such 
a vote as is demanded by the importance of the 
oceasion. It was soon ascertained, after the 
meeting in this House, that there were three 
parties init, each differing from the other in es- 
sential points of policy. I found by comparison 
that the party with which I have hitherto acted 
was in the minority; that it was notin our power 
to elect a Speaker out of our ranks, and thus 
effect an organization. It was understood that 
the gentlemen composing what is called the Re- 
publican party sought to force a sectional organ- 
ization of the House on the country. With my 
feelings and principles,.I never could consent to 
such an arrangement. Jt was understood, and 
openly proclaimed upon this floor, that the Dem- 
ocraiic party was truly national in its views; that 
its members were national and patriotic in their 
feelings and views. That party presented to the 
House and the country a candidate for Speaker, 
whom we all knew professed national principles 
—a gentleman who deserved well of his country; 
one who, in'defense of our glorious flag, exposed 
himself to the pestilential climate of Mexico; a 
man to whom every lover of our country in the 
Union must feel indebted. When I ascertained 
that these were the facts in the case, I confess 


that I was strongly of the inclination te go with © 


Mr. Ricuarpson’s friends, and to support that 
gentleman for the speakership; but when I un- 
_ derstood that the caucus which had put him in 
nomination had also published a resolution which 
could not be considered other than as exceeding! 


offensive, if not insulting, to the party to which 


| I belong, who are @luded to in it, and denounced 
| by it, | felt that it was impossible for me to join 
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| the principles of the Kansus- Nebraska bill, and the 
| assailed by a secret political order known as the 


| our highest duty to preserve our organization, and ¢ 





a 
with the friends of the Democratic candidate, and 
thus give sanction to the resolution adopted b 
the caucus. ‘ That resolution is as follows: _ 


Resolved, That the Democratic members of the Hor 
of Representatives, though in a temporary minority in this 
body, deem this a fit occasion to tender to their Ribvecen 
izens of the whole Union their heartfelt congratulatio = 
the triumph, in the recent elections in several of the 
ern, eastern, and western, as well as southern S 
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north. 
tates, of 
doctrines 
been so violently 


. . e . Know. 
Nothing party ; and, though in a minority, we hold it to be 


of civil and religious liberty, which have 


A ° a On- 
tinue our efforts in the maintenance and defense of those 


principles, and the constitutional rights of every section 
and every class of citizens, against their opponents of every 
description, whether the so called Republicans, Know- 
Nothings, or Fusionists; and to this end we look With 
confidence to the support and approbation of all good and 
true men—friends of the Constitutiof and the Uniun— 
throughout the country. 


A few davs, Mr. Clerk, made further develop. 
ments. What the gentleman from Pennsy|- 
vania, [Mr. Jones,] and the gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. Cosn,] said in relation to that 
resolution, is within the recollection of every 
member. It will also be remembered that the 
gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Waker] made 


|a proposition; and though he stated that he 


| spoke for himself alone, but that, in his Opinion, 


the party with which he acted would join with 
the Democratic party in a joint meeting of the 
two parties for the purpose of selecting a cap- 


| didate for Speaker—a compromise candidate 








how was the proposition received? The honor- 
able gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Jones 
remarked, in very strong language, that he oo 
the Democratic party would only meet us as 
coming to them renouncing our. principles and 
confessing our sins. [Cries of ‘* No! no!”} 
Yes, sir; they said that they would never re- 
ceive us as other than Democrats coming to 
them. We were required to go to them as Dem- 
ocrats, renounce our principles, and confess our 
sins. 


Mr. FLORENCE. Who is the gentleman 


| from Pennsylvania who made the assertion ? 


Mr. CULLEN. It will be remembered, that 
upon the presentation of Mr. Orr, the present 
Democratic nominee, the same original resolution 
wasagainaffirmed by the last caucus, which nom- 
inatedhim. After hearing the remarks to whichl 
have cailed attention, | was firmly convinced that 
I couldnot, as a member of the American party, 
ever vote with the Democracy toelevate any man to 
the Speaker's chair who had voted for or approved 
that offensive and insulting resolution, especially 
after hearing the remarks made by the honorable 
gentlemen fram Pennsylvania and Georgia, be- 
fore referred to. And now, for fear that the 
inference may be drawn from the remarks of my 
friend from Kentucky [Mr. Avexanper K. Mar- 
SHALL] that we are willing to select any candidate 
from this Democracy who is, or was, connected 
with the passage of their offensive caucus resolu- 
tion, or who even approves of it, 1 enter my 
solemn protestagainst it. I will never be willing 
to vote for any member of that party thus con- 
nected with that resolution while that resolution 
remains unretracted—while this insult stands 
against us. Yet [ amas anxious for an organiza- 
tion of this House as any other gentleman. I 
am willing to meet with other gentlemen on fair 
terms in a reasonable and honorable compromise. 
[am willing to do anything, except the desertion 
of my principles, in order that the House may 
be organized. [A Memper. ** What are you 
for?} I am willing to enter into a compromise 
that will be fair and honorable to all the parties 
into which this House is divided; but I will never 
agree—and I speak only for myself—to vote for 
any member of the Administration party for the 
speakership. There are many gentlemen here 
who do not act with me, for whom [ am willing 
to vote; but I can never vote for an Administra- 
tion Democrat, with his caucus resolutions a sec- 
ond time passed and affirmed staring me in the 
face yet in full force and effect. : 

Mr. McMULLIN. Mr. Clerk, I am gratified 
that the gentleman from Kentucky has presented 
this resolution, because it will afford me an op- 
portunity to place myself right before the House 
in reference to a proposition of almost a like char- 
acteras that now before us, which was introduced 
the other day. 

It will be remembered by you, siryand by the 
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House, that on the day that the distinguished 
atieman from Iilinois {Mr. Ricnarpson] with- 
jrew his name as a candidate, the distinguished 
al honorable genileman from Arkansas (Mr. 
Rt sr] submitted a proposition similar to this. I 
yoted against laying that proposition upon the 
table for reasons which | will not now occupy 
my time to assign to the House; but on the next 
day, when the proposition was again presented, 
| voted to lay it on the table. J seem, therefore, 
to have placed myself in an inconsistent attitude. 
j voted * no’’ in the first instance, as an act of 
courtesy to the distinguished and respectable 
eontieman who offered the resolution; but I was 
»pposed to the resolution then upon principle, and 
Jam opposed to it to-day. 

Howevermuch, Mr. Clerk, I may condemn—as 
undoubtedly I do condemn, and as it seems to 
me every gentleman should condemn—the con- 
duct of Mr. Banks in holding on to his position 
os a candidate with unprecedented pertinacity, 
yet, sir, it was not my province then, nor is it 
my provinee or my purpose now, to condemn 
that gentleman’s course by a formal vote. My 
rule, sir, has been all my life never to take coun- 
sel from my enemies. Mr. Banks has a right to 
look upon the Democratic os as his political 
encmies. We are such. declare myself one 
of them; and I do not believe that it is in accord- 
ance with that courtesy that should characterize 
the conduct of gentlemen here, for this side of the 
House to attempt to dictate to the other side of 
the House. That was the ground upon which I 
placed my action in voting to lay that resolution 
upon the table. I sought an opportunity to ex- 
plain that vote at the time the question was taken, 
but we were acting then under that nefarious gag 
law, and I was prevented from doing so. 

Mr. Clerk, I regret exceedingly that I was not 
in the House this morning to hear the speech of 
mv distinguished and learned colleague from the 
Norfolk district, [Mr. Mitison,] who, | under- 
stand, has read to this House a lecture attacking 
the Democracy of the country. Sir, if I mistake 
not, that gentleman is here by means of party 
organization and the caucus system. Does not 
mv honorable colleague know that Virginia, ever 
since she hada political existence, has recognized 
this party organization of caucuses and conven- 
tions? | was mortified and distressed to hear that 
my colleague had taken the position which he 
has taken this morning. Iam sorry that I did 
not hear his remarks; but they will probably be 
published to-morrow, and if necessary I| shall 
reply to them. 
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| concealments. 


| tain, 


Mr. MILLSON. You had better wait, and not | 


reply to me untl you know something of whatl 
said. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. I think I have heard enough 
about them to justify me in condemntng the gen- 
tleman’s course. Kut; Mr. Cierk, have not the 
three parties here indulged in caucuses? Have 
notthe Republican party, as they call themselves, 
held caucuses time and again? The Democratic 
party has done so also. Ay, sir, and the National 
American party, as they style themselves, have 
held their caucuses, too. 

And just here, sir, I desire to ask my highly 
respected friend from Kentucky [Mr. ALEXANDER 
K. Marswauz] a question. 1 want to kaow by 
What authority it was that the gentleman stated 
to the House, as I understood him, that he was 
authorized to propose that his party should select 
acandidate from our ranks, and that we should 
select one from theirs, and see if some compro- 
mise could not be effected ? 

Mr. ALEXANDER K. MARSHALL. Mr. 
Clerk, when I offered a resolution this morning, 
he effect of which would be to extricate this 
House, and free it from ali party control, and 
trom the influence which caucus nominations 
have exerted on the action of members of this 
body, I think I could have introduced such a 
proposition with a very ill grace if I had come 
fore the House, trammeled myself by the ac- 
tion of a party. I stated emphatically that I 
introduced the resolution without consultation 
with those who have been acting with me upon 
this floor. I took the initiative for freedom as a 
ireeman, 

In response to the question propounded to me 
by my friend from Virginia, I take occasion to 
Say that I did mot say that my party were ready 


to select a candidate from the ranks of the Dem--. cured an clection; and then, and then only, will | 


ocratic party, and then that they should select 
one from ours, and that we would bring up a 
contest between those two. Not at all—not at 
all. I stated this: that without the sanction, 
without the authority, without the knowledge of 
any member of my party—or, at any rate, with- 
out sueh knowledge as members of that party—I 
ventured to say, that if this proposition should 
be adopted I would make a proposition upon my 
own responsibility, free from-the action of any 
caucus, that | would myself present an indi- 
vidual—aemember of the Democratic organiza- 
tion, a member who had acted with them, so far 
as the election of Speaker goes, with fidelity 
throughout—and I gave it as my opinion, from 
what | believed to be the deep anxiety felt by a 
large majority of the members with whom I am 
acting to effect an organization upon any fair, 
any reasonable, any honest, any honorable 
ground, that we would try to elect the member 
whose name I should thus present. I said, more- 
over—and of that I am sure—that a large major- 
ity, and [ now venture to say that all the mem- 
bers of the party who act with me will, if the 
proposition should be rejected which T will offer 
if this resolution passes, allow our ~Democratic 
friends to nominate one of our number without 
consultation with us, and that then we would 
elect him. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I really cannot yield more 
of my time. ; 

Mr. MARSHALL. The gentleman has asked 
me a question; for God’s sake let me answer it. 
{Laughter.] Ido not know anything about party 
I have been raised to think and 
speak the plain and simple truth; and although | 
may transgress parliamentary usage and par- 
liamentary rule by pursuing that course here, I 
shall have to be much longer a member of this 
House before I disguise any sentiments I enter- 
I state, then, to the gentleman, that the 
object I have in view is to place the responsibility 
of this want of organization upon those upon 
whom that responsibility does and ought to rest. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. [ must interrupt the gen- 
tleman,as he is consuming too much of my time. 
I desire, Mr. Clerk, that the gentleman from Ken- 
tueky, and gentlemen upon both sides of the 
House, should—— 

Here the hammer fell. 

The CLERK. The gentleman’s time has ex- 
pir d. j 

Mr. LETCHER. I do not desire to make a 
speech; but as my colleague [Mr. MeMeuuiy} 
seems to have lost much of his time, I desire to 
give him an opportunity to say something in reply 
to the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Mar- 
swALL;} and f yield the floor to him for that pur- 
0S. 

The CLERK. If there is no objection, the 
gentleman from Virginia will proceed. [There 
was no objection.] ‘The Clerk would announce 
to the gentleman from Virginia that his time is 
extended ten minutes more. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I return my thanks, Mr, 
Clerk, to my colleague, and also to the Housc, 
for the courtesy they have extended to me. I beg 
leave io state to the House that, in my judgment, 
neither party here is, or ought to be, condemned 
for associatine themselves together in the echar- 
acter of acaucus. Such has been the policy, as 
1 remarked before, of the political parties of Vir- 
ginia, and of all political parties, to a time going 
back beyond my recollection. I desire to put this 


| state of the case to the gentleman from Kentucky, 


_and to the 


Democrats of the House. The fact 
has never been ascertained, to my satisfaction, 
that by a combination of the friends of Mr. Futr- 
LER—at any rate-since that gentleman made 
known to this House his views in reference to the 
policy of this Government in regard to the ques- 
tion here in issue—ineluding the gentleman from 


| Kentucky (Mr. ALexanper K. Marsarc] and 


those with whom he acts, with the friends of Mr. 
Ricuarpson, we shouldever have been able, from 
that time to this, to effect an election. I know, 
sir, that adroit politicians upon that side of the 
House have cndaavenee to figure out such a result 
as possible; but they have failed to doit. Sir, 
let the gentleman from Kentucky, let any gentle- 
man here, show by figures that at any time hereto- 
fore the combined votes of the friends of Messrs. 
Fuiier, Ricuarpson, and Org, would have se- 


IONAL GLOBE. _ 


| ization upon this side of the 


| see this House organized. 


of Mr. 
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it be time for gentlemen to propose a fusion, a 
coalition, a combination, if you choose, and to 
attempt to throw the 
of organization upon the Democratic side of the 


House. 


responsibility of a failure 


The fact has been demonstrated that the friends 
sanks—the Republican portion of the 
House—could have effected an eleguion if they 


would have accepted the name of that patriotic, 
independent, chivalrous son ot Ohio, Mr. Camp- 


Bett. [(Laughter.} 1am not, sir, his culogist, 
but Ll am here to do justice to that gentleman; and 
I say, sir, if the friends of Mr. Banks had voted 
for Mr. Camprety, at the time his name was last 
before the House, they could have made an elec- 
tion. But, sir, | deny the assertion that the 
Democratic party eve r had the power to elect a 
Speaker, notwithstanding the toul, false, and 
slanderous charge made the otherday by a mem- 
ber on the other side of the House. Tsay, the 
time has not could have elfected 
an election. Jam as anxious to see this House 
organized as any man in the House can be, as 
my conduct heretofore has shown. I have not 
only voted for Mr. Ricuarpson and Mr, Orr, 
but | have broken loose from my party organiza- 
tion. It will be recollected that when the name 
of my ¢olleague | Mr. Smiru, of Virginia} was 
presented by another colleague of mime—and I 
confess that upon that oceasion I did not like the 


been when we 


movement, for | think my coileague acted hastily 
and prematurely in pre Senting the name—lI say 
When my coll acue’s name was presented, though 
he was not in the House, and therefore | had no 
opportunity to interrogate him, I cast my vote 
for that gentleman. ‘l‘hat being the case, | can- 
not be charged here with having the collar of 
party around my neck. I repeat, | am anxious 
to see the House organized; and when centlemen 
attempt to fasten the responsibility of non-organ- 
House, they do so 
without evidence to warrant the charge. — 

1 was a Jitthe amused at the exhibition of patri- 
otism made by the gentleman trom New York, 
{[Mr. Waitneyj—and, sir, the gentleman from 
Delaware | Mr. Cutten] was disposed to follow 
his exainple—in his manjfestation of a desire to 
And oreanized how? 
Why, sir, the genileman from New York seems 
to have been struck with a holy horror at an or- 
ranization, if that organizationas to be in aceord- 
ance with the views of the Administration. Yes, 
sir, he is national in his feelings, not seetional. 
He does not, he says, belong toa sectional party. 
tle tells the tiouse that under no state of cpreum- 
stances can he vote to favor, in the remotest de- 
gree, this Administration. The gentleman from 
Delaware [Mr. Curren] follows suit, and says 
an organization ought to be effected; and effe: ted 
how? Not by electing a Demoerat, and thereby 
favoring this Administration. 

Then, sir, the gentleman’s proposition amounts 
to this: The Democratic party is to be defeated; 
the tepublican party 1s to be defeated: and the 
great American parry, So anx1ous to compromise, 
so full of patriousm here to-day—as exhibited 
through the gentlemen from New York and Del- 
aware—are to eflect an organization. Both of 
the great parties are to surrender their candidates, 
awd take a good national man. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 1 desire to call the atten- 
tion of the House and the country to the extraor- 
dinary proposition of compromise proposed by 
the gentleman from Kentucky, {[Mr. Avexanper 
I<. Marswauty.|] He assures House that 
there is a means by which the national men ean 
effect an organization over the Republicans. He 
says that his party will select a Democrat, and 


the 


| yote with us; and, if we fail to elect, then we 


shall select an American, and vote for him, and 
the election is certain. e 
It is remarkable, however, in this connection, 


| that, following immediately on the heels of the 


| for whom they will vote: 


declaration made by the gentleman front Ken- 
tucky, the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Wuitney} and the gentleman from Delaware, 
[Mr. Cuiien,} both members of his party, have 
told us that there is not a Democrat on this floor 
j not an Administration 
man will they support. They make a clean 
sweep of all those who have voted for me, and 
who are now voting for my friend from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Orr;] and yet they ask us to 
come and vote with them for one of their men, 
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while a majority of two to one of their-party tell 
us they will not vot with us for one of our party; 
and, when we would fail of an election, they 
would turn round and say to us, ** Now, genth 
men, let | National A: The 
proposition, 80 far as | dm concerned—and I 
speak for myself alon ; 

Sir, fromghe record which has been made in 
this House from the beginning of thi ron till 
now, gentlemen who claim to be National Amer- 
icans lave, by the one hundred and twenty-eight 
votes which they have given, régarded the ques- 
tion of their own order as paramount to any other 
and all questions connect d with the organization 
of the House. We have stood opposed in the 
country to the American organization both North 
and South. While these National Americans say 
that they agree with us on the slavery question, 
they, by their votes here for one aveheed and 
twenty-cight times, have declared thatthey regard 
the National American organization as of more 
importance than the slavery question. Itis then 
for them, not for us, to determine whieh is the 
paramount question. There is one kind of fish 
which will bite, I believe, at a naked hook. They 
are called * gudgeon.”’? My friend from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Arexanner K. Marsmart} must 
have thought when he offered the propostuon that 
the Democratic party, like the gudgeon, would be 
caught by biting at the naked hook. 

{Some remarks here passed between Messrs. 
Ricnarpson and Anexanper K. Marsnatr, 
which were utterly imaudible at the reporter's 
chatr. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, (in answer to a remark 
of Mr. Marsnauzi.) ‘Then you do “not mean 
to try and catch me. I would be worse than a 
gudgeon, to bite at such a hook as that. 

We may as well, Mr. Clerk, deal frankly in 
this matter. It has been manifest, from the first 
meeting of this House tll now, that the party 
with whom [ have acted—the party supporting 
our friend from South Carolina {Mr. Ork|—is in 
a minority. The majority, united against the 
Democratic party here, is two to one; and yet, 
this majority call upon us and tell us that it is our 
duty to organize the House, Gentlemen, why 
do you not organize it? In either view of your 
principles you are in the majority. As Republic- 
ans, you have a majority. As Americans, you 
have also a majority. ‘Turn to either view; and 
why do you not organize the House? You can 
organize it on either of these principles. We 
are here in a minority; and we expect to go to 
the country and justify our action as a minority. 
Let me tell the gentlemen onthe other side of the 
House that this is the last ume, for long years, 
that either of them will have a majority in this 
House. I “want to deal frankly, plainly, and 
candidly with our National Amertean friends. I 
say to them: Gentlemen, you may niake your 
election. If you see proper to come to us, you 
may do so. Make your clection between us and 
the Republicans. 1, for one, opposing both you 
and the Republicans, hava.no concessions to 
make to either. I say this, because we may as 
well understand one another to-day as at any 
other time. Frankness and candor require me 
to make the declaration. 1 do so for myself—not 
for those with whom IL act in this House. The 
issues which you have made here are issues on 
which I stand utterly opposed to you; and in 
this controversy | am prepared to stand or fall. 

The Democratic party must go to the country 


us eiect a nerican. 


tm 1S d cline d. 


8 SCSS 


in Opposition to the principles of your organiza- | 


tion; and if we were willing to-day to retire from 
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the position which we have assuined, what man || 
anywhere would continue to entertain respect for | 


us? This protracted struggle with us has not 
been and is not now for the elevation of one man 


or any man, but, as I Wpheve, for great and essen- | 


ial principles. 
for the principles whicli he represents. 
will never surrender. 

Mr. MAXWELL took the floor. 

Mr. WHITNEY addressed the Clerk. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from New York 
{[Mr. Wuirney] has already spoken to the reso- 
lution before the House, and under the terms of 


Them | 


lt is not for the man I care, but | 


the rule itis not inorder for him to speak a second | 


time. 
WELL] has the floor, 

Mr. MAXWELL. The House seems to be 
in a disposition this morning to listen to speeches 


The gentleman from Florida [Mr. Max- 


ommend 


made by gentlemen. I am one of those who en- 
tertain the impression that questions have been 
opened by the discussion here this morning which 
cannot be properly discussed within the time 
allowed by the ten-minute rule. I desire myself 
to submit some views in connection with these 
questions. 1 would be glad to submit them now 
if I could have the indulgence of the House for 
a longer time than the rule preseribes. [Cries of 
**No!no!’’] If there be objection I shall not 
proceed at all 

Several Mempers objected. e 

Mr. MAXWELL. Then, sir, I think th&t the 
discussion ought to cease; or else that the ten- 
minute rule ought to be rescinded. 

A Memper. Move to rescind it. 

Mr. MAXWELL. I think that those ques- 
tions connected with the organization of the 
Hiouse are of so much importance that it is 
utterly impossible to present a full view of them 
within a ten-mimute speech. I think, therefore, 
that the discussion ought to cease, or clse that 
the rule should be rescinded. I move now to 
rescind that rule. 

Mr. CLINGMAN, I raise the question of 
order, thatthere 1s a proposition already pending 
before the House, and that the motion is conse- 
quently out of order. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. Crimean] is right; there is a 
proposition pending, which must take precedence 
of the motion of the gentleman from Florida. 

Mr. ALEXANDER K. MARSHALL. For 
the purpose of removing the diffienlty which 
seems to be in the way of rescinding this ten-, 
minute rule, if it is the purpose of the House to 
rescind it, | willtemporarily withdraw my resolu- 
tion to enable the gentleman to make the motion, 
with the understanding, however, that I shall re- 
new it whenever that motion has been disposed 
of. I now yield to the gentleman from Fiorida. 

Mr. MAXWELL. I do not want the floor for 
ten minutes unless the House will permit me to 
proceed longer. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I yielded to the gentle- 
man for the purpose of enabling him to submit 
the motion which he had indicated his desire to 
do, to rescind the ten-minute rule. 

Mr. MAXWELL. Certainly; I submit that 
motion, and call the previous question upon it. 

Mr. CLINGMAN., I move to lay the motion 
on the table. 

The question was put, and the motion ordered 
to lie upon the table. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Upon further considera- 
tion I decline for the present to renew the reso- 
lution which I proposed again to offer. I with- 
draw the resolution altogether. 

ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS UNTIL MAY. 

Mr. STEWART. I desire to submit to the 
House a resolution which I send to the Clerk’s 
desk, and ask to have read, after which I propose 
to make a brief explanation. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, Tivat, with the concurrence of the Senate, on | 
the Sth day of February next, unless a Speaker is elected 
berore that day, the House will adjourn over until the 15th | 
of May next. 

Mr. STEWART. I make this proposition to | 
the House, and will, in brief, explain the reasons 
which have induced me to present it. It is evi- | 
dent, from the developments which have presented 
themselves from the commencement, that there 


are inthis House three discordant elements which || 


cannot coalesce. It seems next to impossible for | 
the South .Imericans, as they are called, to unite 
with the Democrats upon a platform of national 
principles, It is just as impossible for the Black | 
Republicans, as they are designated—and I do not | 
so designate them with any feeling of personal 
disrespect—and the Democratic party of the 
House to coalesce. And it seems just as palpa- 
ble that the Americans can never enter into any 
specific arrangement with the Black Republicans 
by which an organization can be effected. 

Sir, we have voted some hundred and twenty- 
odd times, and is it not manifest that, from the | 
peculiar construction of parties in this House, an | 
organization cannot be effected? I think it is; 
and I hold, therefore, that, in this condition of 
things, the difficulty will not probably be settled 


oteanisie 


| without an adjournment. But, sir, if the plan I | 


have proposed be adopted, and an adjournment | 
should take place, perhaps, after a consultation | 


GLOBE. 


| 
| upon the part of the Representatives 
| with their constituents in May, 
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Upon this floor 
; When we come 
back here we may be able to cifect an orzaniz: 

tion, and some expense will be saved. Tho - 
test, itis true, may now be decided b > 


: rg Y lot; a 
I should have no serious objection to the ade, and 
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- A doption 
of such a plan, although it- has not, I believe Vet 
been proposed to the House. We are incurrine 


a heavy expense. The House has be 
sion for seven or eight weeks without the trans. 
action of any of the public business. The Senate 
has also been in session during the same 
of time, and the expense incurred is equal to 
what it would be if both branches of the Goy. 
ernment were in the regular and legitimate trans- 


€N in ges. 


length 


| action of the business of the country. 


I desire, now, to call the attention of the Hoysa 
to one fact, which itis not improbable we may 
be called on officially to consider. Suppose the 
Senate, a codrdinate branch of this Government, 


| now regularly in session, should send down hers 


a joint resolution, proposing that the two Houses 
should adjourn, and the House should disagroo 
to the resolution, it would then come within tho 


| power of the President of the United States 
| under the third section of the second article of th» 
| Constitution ef the United States, to adjourn the 


two Houses of Congress to sucha time ag hp 
may think proper. It is, therefore, now in the 
power of the President, in connection with thp 
Senate, under the authority of that clause of 
the Constitution which I have cited, to force this 
House to adjourn to such time as he may think 
proper. 2 

Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL, Let me 
ask the gentleman from Maryland a question. 
Suppose the Senate should send down such a 
resolution as he has indicated, and the House 


| should take no action upon it at all; there would 


then be no disagreement between the two Houses, 
and how would the President acquire his author- 


| ity to adjourn Congress? 





‘Mr. STEWART. I will answer the gentlo- 
man from Kentucky. If the Senate should send 
down here a resolution to adjourn, the House 
must either agree or disagree to it, affirmatively 
or negatively. If they disagree it will then come 
within the province of the President, under the 
second article of the Constitution, third clause, 
to adjourn Congress to such a time as he may 
think proper. ‘True, there may be differences of 
opinion as ta the construction of this clause of 
the Constitution, as there have been in reference 
to other questions that have come before the 
House. I confess, that when the President trans- 
mitted to the House his annual message it occurred 
to me that he had the right prima facie, under the 
Sonstitution, to communicate with this House 
whenever he should think the public interest re- 
quired it, and consequently we had no right to 
refuse to receive the communication; but, sir, 
under the state of things which we find to exist 
here, the extraordinary spectacle was witnessed 
of the House denying his right to communicate 
with them. They laid the message upon the 
table, and refused to hear it read. Upon further 
reflection, however, it seems that gentlemen have 
taken a different view of the matter, for, upon the 
subsequent announcement of another message, 
the House not only received it, but listened to 
its reading. 

I admit, sir, that there may be differences of 
opinion in relation to the construction of the 
Constitution upon this subject, but it seems 
to me that under the clause of the Constitution 
which Ihave cited, the power exists. The House 
cannot place itself in the position suggested by 
the distinguished gentleman from Kentucky, ° 
neither agreeing nor disagreeing to a proposition 
of the Senate to adjourn, without inviting the ex- 
ercise of the power indicated on the part of the 
President. If it does not agree, its non-action 
will be tantamount to a disagreement, and thus 
place it in the power of the President to adjour® 
Congress to such a time as he may think proper. 

Again, sir, is it right for this House to require 
the Senate to continué in session for such a long 

riod of time without the power of transacting 
egislative business? Lapprehend not, A most 
fearful responsibility rests somewhere for this 
state of things, and, in all fairness I think, upe" 
the majority of this House, which I suppose 
antagonistical to the National Administration al 
the Democratic party. By this most extraordl- 
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pary state of things we are certainly stretching 
the powers of this Government to their utmost 
senaths and giving the fullest scope to the author- 
Ay of the other branches, senatorial and executive, 
and, if you please, judicial. It may not be sur- 


prising, then, if two of those other departments 


of the Government, the Senate and Executive, 
should, in suchanemergency, and in reference to 
the public interests, taking care that the Republic 
suflers no detriment, employ all of their constitu- 
tional functions to keep the Confederacy on its 
feet, if possible. However much opposed gen- 
tlemen may profess to be to the National Admin- 
istration, yet they eannot but observe that, from 
the non-organization of this House, they are 
completely surrendering the management of the 
Government to the Executive, so far as they are 
concerned. For myself, having the fullest confi- 
dence that the National Administration will meet 
the high responsibility upon the most clevated 
principles of patriotism, itis not with me to doubt 
their fidelity. A friend of the Administration 
may thus safely repose in its high integrity under 
such circumstances; but upon what grounds, | 
submit, can its diversified opponents make their 
excuses to a brave, magnanimous, straightfor- 
ward, but, I fear, outraged, people? 





Mr. TODD. I move that the resolution of the 
gentleman from Maryland be laid upon the table. | 


~ The question was taken, and the resolution 
was laid upon the table. 
VOTE FOR SPEAKER. 

‘The House proceeded to vote the one hundred 
and twenty-ninth time for Speaker, with the fol- 
lowing result; Whole number of votes cast, 210; 
necessary to a choice, 106; of which— 


Nathaniel P. Banks received...... secccecsscee scone 
a), Nae ese Reha ndee 6esee 22-69 
Henry M. Puller... .... veccescccccccccccccece oo d4 
Alexander C. M. Pennington............. Vévdetaws 3 
Sole 1. abe. wcices cede cccsices stedduekeuse actus len 
Jen VOR. 4 exceeds sans bans nntwance<euse scone 
Fases Tp. eG ska cack caddcecenncoceves Ss adeno eel 
James C. Allen..... P64 0OGS dasudcacuee< ceuab news dane B 


So there was no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Henry 
Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James H. 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Colfax, 
Comins, Covode, Clawson, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, 
Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
Durfee, Edie, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. 
Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Uortdn, Valentine B. 
Horton, Howard, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, 
Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meach- 
am, Killian Midler, Morgan, Morrill, Mout, Murray, Nichols, 
Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pennington, Pel- 
ton, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Rob- 
bins, Roberts, Sabin, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, 
Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, 
Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwal- 
ader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- 
burn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Orr—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Barksdale, 
Bell, Hendley S. Bennett, Bocock, Boyce, Branch, Burnett, 
Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Crawford, Davidson, Dowdell, 
Edmundson, Etliott, English,Florence, Thomas J. D.Fuller, 
Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, Houston, Jewett, George W. 
Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, Sam- 
uel S. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith 
Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, Peck, Phelps, 
Powell, Quitman, Richardson, Lutiin, Rust, Sandidge, 
Savage, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Steph- 
ens, Stewart, ‘Talbott, Taylor, Vail, Warner, Watkins, Wells, 


Wiliams, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright,and John V. Wright. | 


For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, Car- 


lile, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Etheridge, Eustis, | 


Evans, Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Hoffman, Kennett, Lake, 
Lindley, Alexander K. Marshail, Humphrey Marshall, 
Millward, Paine, Porter, Puryear, Reade, Ready, Ricand, 
Rivers, William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Under- 
wood, Valk, Walker, Whitney, and Zollicoffer. 
fw Mr. Pennington — Messrs. Harrison, Haven, and 
Scott. 
For Mr. Edie—Messrs. Dunn and Moore. 
For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 
For Mr. Ricaud—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 
For Mr. Allen—Mr. Orr. 


Mr. WHITNEY. Mr. Clerk, I offer the fol- 


lowing resolutions: 


_ Resolved, That the Hon. be, and he hereby 
is, declared Speaker of the House of Representatives of the 
Thirty-Fourth Congress of the United States. 

Resolved, That the above resolution be reported by the 
Clerk in blank, and it will be in order for any member to 
move that the blank be filled by the insertion of a name, 
and that the resolution be adopted. On that motion the 
Yeas and nays shall be called, and whenever such motion 








shail receive a majority of votes, the person then named || 


shall be the Speaker of the House. 
Resolved, That the name of any member, once proposed 
© Gill the blank, shall not be again proposed without the 
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consent of a majority ofthe members present and voting; 
nor shall it be in order to move any candidate a second 
time, so long as any member desires to move the name of 
one not yet proposed and voted. 

Resolved, That all questions arising on a second motion 
(o insert the name of any person who has been once pro 
posed and voted for to fill the blank shall be decided viva 
voce, or, in case of doubt, shall be decided by tellers. 

One word on the pronosition. I do not wish 
to be understood, Mr. Clerk, as I may have been 
understood, to say that I will not, under any cir- 
cumstances, vote for a man who is a Democrat. 
What I meant to say was, that I would not com- 
mit myself, either by my vote or otherwise, to 
this Administration. There are gentlemen of the 
Democratic party for whom I would vote with 
great cordiahty; but | only wish to say, that I 
am not prepared tg be bound in advance by the 
action of any caucus which may take place in the 
choice of that man. I move the adoption of the 
resolution. 

Mr. LETCHER. Mr. Clerk, the gentleman 
seems to have changed his ground. He is not 
now exactly prepared to vote against every Dem- 
ocrat; there are some he may vote for when his 
resolution comes up. I desire to know whether 
he is prepared to vote against every Democrat 
who is a friend of the present Administration? 
[Mr. L. paused for a moment.] The gentleman 
is silent. Then the riddle is unraveled. There 
are those here of the friends of the present Ad- 
ministration that he will not sustain 

Mr. WHITNEY. If the gentleman from Vir- 
finia asks me whether | will vote for a candidate 
for the speakership of this House who is avow- 
edly the representative of this Administration, I 
will answer no. 

Mr. LETCHER. Representative of the Ad- 
ministration! We are all Representatives of the 
people, and not of the Administration, 

Mr. WHITNEY. If the gentleman asks me 
whether | will vote for a man of the party and 
caucus that denounce the principles which I and 
my party hold, I answer no. 

Mr. LETCHER,. Just what I expected. It 
is the precise answer I was looking for; and you 
may go around the House, among those who sail 
under national colors of their own—or rathér a 
particular kind—and the same response will be 
made by each and every one of them, I imagine. 

Mr. WHITNEY. Allow me to ask the gen- 
tleman a question. 

Mr. LETCHER. Certainly; go on. 

Mr. WHITNEY. Does the gentleman declare 
himself as entirely friendly to the Administration? 

Mr. LETCHER. Ido. I was elected as such: 
and I now declare myself the unyielding and un- 
compromising enemy of any party whose mem- 
bers are sworn to carry out dieitees taken at 
the hour of midnight, and when the stillness of 
death reigns over the land. The gentleman-un- 
derstands my position now, I reckon. 

Then, sir, the result is this: the gentleman 
offered the proposition here to this House, and 
tells us we are mistaken in supposing that he will 
vote against every Democrat in this body; but 
when we come to ascertain exactly who he will 
vote for, and who he will not vote for, we are 
told in specific and direct terms that he will not 
vote for any man who is the friend of this Ad- 
ministration, and who was in our caucus; not one. 
Now, sir, this 1s a beautiful compromise to be 
offered, and offered, too, by a gentleman who is 
making war on caucus nominees, and who has 
himself been frequently in Know Nothing cau- 
cuses! Has he not been in Know Nothing cau- 
euses this-session? Did they not have one at the 
time the Democratic party held a caucus in this 
Hall and nominated the honorable gentleman 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Orr?] Yet he now 


| comes here, horror-stricken at the idea ofa caucus. 


They want no caucus nominee; they will have 
nothing to do with a caucus nominee. They do 
not want ours, and that is the truth of the matter; 
but if they can get one of their own, they are per- 
fectly willing to take him. I shall then very cheer- 
fully move that the proposition be laid on the 


| table. 


Mr. VALK. Is there one member of the Ameri- 


/can party who said that he would have nothing 


to do witha caucus nominee? 


Mr. LETCHER. The gentleman’s colleague 


said so. And I put it to you—will you vote for 


| an Administration Democrat? 


Mr. VALK. I will. 





| ties of this House. 


| name is to be offered. 


| Sou 
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Mr. LETCHER. Who is the one? 

Mr. VALK. I will not vote for any one who 
was in the caucus, f 

Mr. LETCHER. 
Democrat? 

Mr. VALK ] will vote for one, 

Mr. LETCHER. There is only one, then,on 
the Democratic side of the House that this na- 
tional man is willing to vote for! 

Mr. VALK. Is there one 
party for whom you will vote? 

Mr. LETCHER. Ido not belong to the Ameri- 
can party,and | was not sent here to vote for one 
of its nominees. 

Mr. VALK. Inthe gentleman’s own language, 
God bless your liberality! 

Mr. LETCHER. The gentleman comes here 

»orofessing this liberality: I do not. 

The CLERK. 
pired. 

Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL. Mr. Clerk, 
I am in favor of the resolution offered by the gen- 
tleman from New York, because I really desire 
to see an organization of the House. Without 
going into the particular principles which have 
been already discussed, I will say that I believe 
the proposition presents the bi st chance for the 
mobility of the party forces that are arrayed here, 
which, without some device of the sort, have no 
mobility. 


So you will not vote for one 


in the American 


The gentleman’s time has ex- 


' We have spent eight weeks in voting 
for gentlemen nominated by the different par- 
We will spend eight more 
in casting votes of which we have already the 
models; and we shall, at the end of that time, be 
no nearer a result than we are to-day. 
no genius to make any other device ? 

Te particular feature of the proposition of the 
gentleman from New York is, that it offers, all 
variety of names, ull variety of sections, all va- 
riety of sentiment to come up in their regiiar 
order, from which a selection may be made. ‘Wor 
example: Suppose you fill the blank in the nso- 
lution with the name of the honorable gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Banars,] who is siup- 
ported by the anti-Nebraska force of the Howse, 
You vote ay or no. If it is rejected, then his name 
can no more be presented so lone as any giner 
The anti-Nebraska firce 
then offer us anothername. It is at onee demon- 
strated whether that force can be concentrates on 
another. If it can concentrate on another; and 


Have we 


| there is a majority in favor of him, then lei: the 


force exert that majority, and Jet us have an or- 
ganization for the dispatch of business. ; 

If the anti-Nebraska force cannot concemtyate 
on any other than the gentleman from Maxssa- 
chusetts, another combination may probah| be 
formed. Suppose the concentration is mady on 


| the candidate of the American party; can he eom- 


mapd a majority? Then 


Suppose he cannot. 


| can aconcentration be effected on a Demograt? 
| Why, sir, if we are to try the gentleman {rom 


South Carolina forever and aday, if we are ti) try 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, and the .con- 
tleman from Pennsylvania for the same length of 
time, we will never reach a result. By the -res- 
olution, we try the nominees of the different eau- 
cuses without any bargain, without any préyo- 


| sition from one side to the other, and, I will say, 


without any departure from principles. Weave 
ali the sentiments, all the names of the Hous«, to 
try and see whether we are not likely to stu:nble 
on a Speaker. My opinion is, that if the reso- 
lution be adopted, we shall elect a Speaks¢ in 
twenty ballots. I think that it is the most thasi- 
ble plan for extricating ourselves from the srl in 
which we now are. I hope it will be adopyd. 
Mr. LETCHER. I move to fill the bank 
with the name of James L. Orr, and I da so 


| with a view of submitting a remark ortwo, My 
| friend from Kentucky tells us,in the present 
| state of things, that it is impossible to get uta 
| result, but that when we come to try the name 


of this Democrat, or that National Amerieay, on 


| this or the other side of the douse, we ‘may 
| probably be enabled, in an experiment of «hat 


sort, to reach a result, or, in his language, ** stium- 


| ble on a Speaker.” 


Now, sir, does not my friend know, fropi the 
language which has been employed here |)y 51s 
** National American”’ brethren from New Y¥ ork 
{[Mr. Wutrney] and from Delaware, { Mr.. (ot- 
aon when you come to try my friend from 

Carolina, [Mr. Orr,] or any one of the 


: 











316 


gentlemen who were in the Democratic caucus, 
that here are Mr. Fut.er’s thirty-two friends, to 
begin with, who have served notice upon us, ** we 
are not there to vote for your man.”’ They will 
not vote for any of us. They notify us of that in 
advanee, and then they say to us, “ Come, let us 
ro into this thing,and sce if it cannot be worked 
out; if it does not elect one man, it may elect 
another.”’ Weare asked to go into it under these 
circumstances, with the distinct knowledge, and 
with our eyes wide open to the fact, that the ¥ Na- 
tional Americans”’ in this House are not going to 
vote for any one of the caucus members of the 
Democratic. party! Well, now, I should think 
that we are hardly green enough to agree to that. 
I should hardly think that any party here, num- 
bering even only a dozen members, would be will- 
ine to start out with their adversaries upon an 
arrangement which would exclude all their own 
preferences from even a chance of stumbling into 
the speakership. ‘Then, sir, it seems to me that 
the gentleman’s proposition will not work out as 
he supposes; and I, therefore, withdraw the 
amendment to insert Mr. Orr’s name, and move 
to Jay the resolution upon the table. 

Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL. Well, on 
that motion, I ask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. STANTON, I ask the gentleman from 
Virginia to withdraw his motion for a few mo- 
ments. [Loud cries of ** No! no!’’} 

Mr. LETCHER. I willdoso, with the assur- 
ance that the gentleman will renew it before he 
takes his seat. 

Mr. STANTON. Very well; I will renew it. 
It seems to me that the difficulty that accompanies 
thatresolution is, that after you have gone through 
with the roll, and voted two hundred and thirty- 


four times, you still will not have electedaSpeaker, | 


unless some member shall have received a majority 
of the votes of the whole House. I cannot, 
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tions. I think that it is the only feasible propo- 
sition that has ever been submitted to this House, 
whereby we may have any reasonable expectation 
of arriving at an election; and I hope that it will 
be adopted. 


Mr. DAVIDSON addressed the Clerk, and | 


was recognized. 

Mr. PAINE. Ihave promised to renew the 
motion to lay the resolution on the table, and, 
although I shall vote against it, I now, in accord- 
ance with my promise, renew that motion. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I desire to say afew words 
only. 

The CLERK. Debate is not in order, if the 
motion to lay on the table is insisted on. 

Mr. LETCHER. I withdraw it. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. The geptieman from North 


Carolina says that the Democratic party gave asa | 
reason why they did not vote for Mr. Sarru, of | 
Virginia,and why Mr. Smirn was notelected, that | 
ethey had a caucus nomination. 


in reply to that remark, that, so far as | arn con- 
cerned, being a member of that party, and proud 


/of my position, | have made no such excuse 


| time comes to give my reasons; for the vote I | 
| gave, I pledge myself to the gentleman, and to | 
the House, to fall behind no such breastwork as | 


for not voting for Mr. Smita; and, when the 


that. I desire also to remark to the gentleman 
from North Carolina, that the evidence and the 
record will prove that it was not in the power of 
the Democratic party to elect Mr. Smirn upon 


that occasion; and it will show, beyond that, sir, | 


a circumstance that may require the gentleman 


and his friends to explain: it will show that there | 
| was that sort of understanding between Know | 


| Nothingism and Republicanism here, which would 


therefore, see that by the adoption of that reso- || 


lution, you would approximate one single step 
towards the eleetion of a Speaker. [tis perfectly 
competent forany gentleman here, upon any day, 
to move that A, b, C, er D, be Speaker of this 
House, and, if he receives a majority vote, he is 
Speaker. Thatis precisely what the gentleman’s 
resolution contemplates, and it may just as well 
be done without going through the entire roll. 
Now, | destre to sug¢vest to the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. Wuitney,] that if he wants to 
do anything practical, if he wishes.to present a 
resolution that will result in the election of a 
Speaker, he should so modify it as to say that 
the candidate receiving the highest number of 
votes when the roll is called shall be Speaker; and 
then I will vote for it. But I shall vote to lay 
the resolution in its present shape upon the table. 
lt is merely an instrument for the consumpuon 
of en indefinite amount of time. If Ll understand 
it, during the action of the House under that re- 
striction nothing else will be in order, and when 


induce some thirteen gentlemen who belong to 
the Republican party to sit here in their chairs 
and decline to vote upon that proposition, with 
a view of putting the Democratic party wrong 
before this House and the country. 

Mr. PAINE. 
for one moment. I call upon him, emphatically, 
for his authority for saying that there was any 


| such understanding. 


you have gone through the labor preseribed by | 
it, you will be no nearer the election of a Speaker | 


than you were when you commenced. It would 
result in nothing. For these reasons I renew the 
motion to lay the resolution on the table, 

Mr. PAINE. I hope the gentleman from Ohio 
will withdraw that motion. 

Mr. STANTON, It is not under my control. 


I renewed it under a pledge given to the gentle- | 


man from Virginia. 

Mr. PAINE. Then I ask the gentleman from 
Virginia to withdraw it? 

Mr. LETCHER. Will you renew it? 

Mr. PAINE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
withdraw the motion. 


Mr. PAINE. Lapprove ofthe resolution which | 
has been offered by the gentleman from New York, | 
because it obviates all the difficulty which arises | 
It will be. re- | 


from these caucus nominations. 
membered that the name of the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Camppe.t] was offered the other day, 
and that he could have been elected. The reason 
that gentlemen have given as an excuse for not 


With that understanding, I | 


electung him is, that he was not the caucus nomi- | 


nee, So, too, the honorable gentleman from Vir- 


ginia (Mr. Smrru] could have been elected; and | 


the reason that the Democrats have given for not | 


electing him is, that he was not the catcus nomi- 
nee, 


ow, if we adopt this resolution, we shall | 


Mr. DAVIDSON. I do not say that there 
was any understanding, but simply that there 
was the appearance of it. 

Mr. PAINE. I insist upon knowing his au- 
thority. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. The record presents the 
appearance of such an understanding. Compare 
the vote on the resolution to elect Mr. Smitu 
Speaker with the vote preceding that. 

Mr. PAINE. I call upon any man in this 


| House to say if there was any understanding 


between the gentlemen who have been voting for 


Mr. Futter and the Republicans in relation to | 


that question. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. 
there was any understanding, but that there was 
the appearance of it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have here a list of the 
names of those gentlemen who failed to vote on 
the proposition of Mr. Carute, declaring Mr. 
Smitru Speaker, but whodid vote on the questions 


immediately preceding that, and on the last vote | 


for Speaker taken on that day. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. [ask my friend from Ala- 
bama to read the names. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I willdoso. There were 
twelve members of the Republican party, and 
besides those there were Messrs. Haven, Porter, 


Bayarp Ciark, StepHens, WILLIAM Smitha, and || 


Beit. The Republicans are—MessrsaBinenam, 
Bisuop, Gippines, GranGer, Keusrey, Krein 
Mixer, Pertit, Rircuir, Stanton, Simmons, 
Topp, and Watson. 

Mr. TODD. I beg the gentleman’s pardon; 
I do not belong w the Republican party. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Those gentlemen, or nearly 
all of them, voted, I understand, upon the vote 
taken immediately before that, and they all voted 
during that day on the vote for Speaker. Mr. 
Rrrenie had paired off with Mr. Stepnens, I 
believe; and Messrs. Haven, Porter, Bayarp 
Crarx, Wittiam Sarru, and Be tu did not vote. 

I have no desire to consume the time of the 
gentleman from Louisiana, IU iave*+made this 
statement, without referring in any way to any 
understanding that may have been alluded to. Of 


have no caucus nominees, and gentlemen will be || that I have nothing to say. But it is very evi- 
absolved from their allegiance to caucus nomina- || dent that gentlemen did sit in their seats and failed 


I desire to say, | 


I will interrupt the gentleman | 


I repeat, that I did not say | 
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to vote, and did it with the purpose of enabling 
gentlemen who might choose to do it, like the 
gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Paine } t 
charge that the election of a Speaker was within 
the reach of the Democratic party in this House 
I do not charge that there was any concert be. 
tween the Republicans and any other party; wwe 
I do charge the fact, and they dare not and cay. 
not deny it, that gentlemen on the Republican 
side of the House did sit in their seats and decline 
to vote, because they desired to make it appear 
by withholding their votes, that Governor Saurn 
could have been elected by Democratic votes 
That is the truth; and I am glad this matter ha, 
been brought forward by the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Patwe,} in order that tho 
correction may go to the country, and show tho 
duplicity of men who will sit in their seats, anq 
permit the impression of a fact to be created 
which they know has no foundation. : 

Mr. PAINE. I desire to make an inquiry of 
the gentleman from Alabama. 5 

The CLERK. The gentleman is out of order, 

Mr. PAINE. I propose to ask the question, 
with the permission of the gentleman from Lou. 
isiana,. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I have no objection. 

Mr. PAINE. I gsk the gentleman from Alp. 
bama whether he voted for Mr. Smiru? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I voted against that resoly. 
tion, and I would do so again. 

Mr. TODD. Will the gentleman from Loy. 
isiana permit me to say a word? 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Certainly. 

Mr. TODD. My name was read over, with 
those of others, by the gentleman from Alabama, 
He has charged that | and other gentlemen 
remained in our seats at the time the vote was 

‘taken on the resolution to which he has referred, 
for the purpose of creating a false impression. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I stated that there were gen- 
tlemen who remained in their seats and did pot 
vote. 

Mr. TODD. Well, I will say to the gentle- 
man, that so far as the remark that gentlemen 
remained in their seats and did not vote, for the 
purpose of creating a false impression on the 
country, is intended to have any application to 
me, there is no truth in the allegation. I was 
incidentally out of my seat, but did not leave it 

| for the purpose of avoiding a vote. Had I been 
| inmy seat I ghould have voted against the reso- 
lution. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Istated expressly that there 
were gentlemen who remained in their seats, and 
' declined to vote, as is shown by the record of the 
vote next preceding that declaring Mr. Sota 
Speaker. 

Mr. DAVIDSON, (resuming.) I have to say 
now that I am opposed to the resolution offered 
by the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Wuir- 
NEY,] because it places me, as a Democrat, in the 
position of doing that indirectly which | would 
not do directly. I move to lay the resolution 
upon the table. 

Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL. I demand 
the yeas and nays upon the motion to lay upon 
the table. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BOYCE. I call for the reading of the res- 
olution again. 

The resolution was again read. ' 

The question was then put; and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 153, nays 49; as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Allen, Allison, Banks, 
| Barbour, Barksdale, Bell, Henry Bennett, Hendicy 8. Ben- 
nett, Benson, Biltinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Bocock, Brad- 
shaw, Branch, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, Burnett, 
Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, Caruthers, Caskie, Chil- 
fee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Wil- 
liamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Crazin, 

Crawford, Cumback, Damrell, Davidson, Timothy Davis, 
| Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dowdell, Dur- 
_ fee, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Florence, Thomas J. D. 

Fuller, Giddings, Gilbert, Goode, Granger, Greenwood, 
| Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Thous 
| L. Harris, Hickman, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Hous 
| ton, Howard, Jewett, George w. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, 
Kelsey, Kidwell, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowiton, Knox, 
Leiter, Letcher, Lumpkin, Sanmel 8. Marshall, Mattesov, 
Maxwell, McCarty, Mc Mullin, McQueen, Meacliam, Smit 
Miller, Millson, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichol, 
Norton, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Par- 
ker, Pearce, Peck, Pelton, Perry, Pettit, Phelps, Pike, 
Powell, Pringle, Purvianee, Quitman, Richardson, Robbis, 
Roberts, Ruffin, Rust, Sabin, Sandidge, Sapp, Savage, Sher 
man, Shorter, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stewart, Stal 


ahan, Talbott, Tappan, Taylor, Thorington, Thursto”, 
|, Vail, Wade, Wakeman,’ Walbridge, Waldron, Warne", 


| 


| 


} 
} 
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Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellibu B. Washbume, Israel 
vachburn, Watkins, Watson, W elch, Wells, Williams, 
- smal’, Wood, Woodruff, Woodworth, Daniel B. 
} eth. and John V. Wright—153. 
VAYS—Messrs. Bishop, Boyce, Broom, John P. Camp- 
jj, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Cox, Cullen, Henry 
Wint r Davis, Duan, Edie, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Fos- 
wor, Henry M. Fuller, Augustus Hall, J. Morrison Harris, 
il con, Haven, Herbert, Hoffman, Kennett, Lake, Lind- 
ke 
) 


~ Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Millward, 
fore, Paine, Puryear, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, 
<oott, William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, Todd, ‘Trippe, 
vysou, Underwood, Valk, Walker, Wheeler, Whitney, 
a 1 Zalhcotfer—49. 

So the resolution was laid upon the table. 

Mr. KELLY (when his name was called) said 
he had paired off, and therefore did not vote. 

Mr. RITCHIE (when his name was called) 
said he had paired off with Mr. Sarrn, of Ten- 
essee. 
7 Mr. UNDERWOOD. 
do now adjourn. 

The molion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly (at three o’clock and 
ten minutes) adjourned till to-morrow, at twelve 
o'clock, m. 


I move that the House 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, January 30, 1856. 

The House was called to order by the Clerk at 
twelve o’clock, m. Prayer by Rev. Anprew G. 
CARUTHERS. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

THE SPEAKERSHIP. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I gave notice to the 
House yesterday, that | should this morning in- 
troduce a resolution, by which I thought this 
House could be organized. I rise now for the 
purpose of saying that 1 have been induced not 
to offer it now, in the hope that in the course of 
the day some other proposition may be presented 
which will organize the House more speedily 
than the one which I gave notice of yesterday. 
For the present, therefore, I shall not offer it. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. MILLSON. I find in the Globe, of this 
morning, that | am reported as having yesterday 
asked leave of the House to conclude my re- 
marks. I made no such remark; I never ask 
leave to go beyond the rules of the House. 
PROPOSITION TO ELECT SPEAKERBY STATES. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I yesterday, Mr. Clerk, 
gave notice to the House that I should ask the 
adoption, to-day,‘of a proposition, which | now 
submit. The resolution is as follows: 

Be it resolved, That the Iouse of Representatives do now 
proceed to the election of a Speaker in the same wav and 
manneras is provided by the Constitution of the United 
Siates forthe clection of the President thereof whenever 
the same shail devolve upon this House; that is to say, 
the Clerk shall call the roll by States, and each State cast 
one vote, asthe same shall be called ; and the person haying 


a majority of the States shall be the Speaker of the House | 


of Representatives for the Thirty-Fourth Congress. 

I did not insist upon the adoption of the prop- 
osition yesterday, for the reason that I desired 
that whoever should vote against the proposition, 
should vote against it upon mature deliberation 
and reflection. I have no very strong hopes 
that the proposition can be adopted, or will be 
adopted, by this House; still, 1 desire that there 
shall be a direct vote upon it, that we may see 
who are disposed to organize the same by the 
election of a presiding officer. For two months 
we have endeavored to organize the House, and 
have failed, until this House has absolutely 
brought itself into contempt before the American 
people. There is.less anxiety now manifested 
upon the part of the people in regard to organiza- 
tion, than there was four weeks ago. We stand 
here day after day, and vote for the candidates 
of our respective parties, without the least possi- 
bility, so long as we continue to vote by mem- 

rs, of effecting an organization. 

a make this proposition, that those who are 
State-rights men, ard who are disposed to keep 
constantly in view the idea, that this is a Gov- 
frament composed of independent States, may 
be prepared to come up and support it, and thus 
preserve the great principle, that we are a Con- 
eress of sovereignties. It has been intimated 
that there would be some objection to this prop- 
Ssition, in consequence of its unconstitutionality. 
The Constitution of the United States provides 
that the House of Representatives shall choose 
MS Speaker; but it goes no further than that, 


leaving it discretionary with the House of Rep- 
resentatives to choose its Speaker in such a way 
and in such a manner as it may desire. The 
House of Representatives has the power to adopt 
the rules by which it shall be governed: and this 
is nothing more than a rule for its government. 

I hope the Democratic party will vote for the 
proposition. J] am _ solicitous that that party 
should vote for it. As for the American party, 
itis for them to do as they desire; they may 
vote for it or against it. My purpose in not urg- 
ing a vote upon it yesterday was to give them an 
opportunity to investigate and examine it, in order 
that this morning they might, if they choose to 
do so, come here prepared to vote atainst it with 
deliberation and reflection. If they do so, upon 
them will rest the responsibility of its defeat, and 
consequently of « failure to organize by the election 
of a sound national man. 

Mr. SAVAGE, ] desire to ask the gentleman 
a question. I want to knew whether, if this 

, resolution is adopted, Mr. Orr will be elected 
under it? 

Mr. CRAWFORD. 

Mr. SAVAGE. 

| I would vote for it. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I believe he would be 
elected; but if not, at least it would place it with- 
‘in the power of the American party upon this 

floor, and the Democratic party, to elect a national 
conservative man. Let them vote against it, if 
they dare. [‘* We will do that!’’} Let them 
vote against it, and we will meet them before the 
| people. But we ask them to vote for it, and let 
the States say who should be the Speaker of this 
House ofRepresentatives. If they shall refuse 
te vote against it, I hope the Democratic party 
of this House will passa resolution recommending 
the Democratic Senators in the other end of the 
| Capitol to pass a resolution adjourning the Con- 
gress of the United States to May, or some other 
time; and then, if this House refuses to concur 
in that proposition—as I believe they will do—I 
desire that the President of the United States 
himself will take the responsibility of adjourning 
this House to such future time as to him may 
seem suitable and proper. 
| Ihave only to say, that I hope the Democratic 
' members of this House will vote for this propo- 
sition. It is one which recognizes the doctrine 
of State rights, which I suppose they will be 
willing to adopt. If the eanieta party re- 
fuses to vote for it,then we will meet them before 
the American people, and there let them determ- 
ine which of us is right. Let the Senate pass 
the resolution to adjourn, which | have suggested, 
| and if the House refuses to concur in it, | am 
satisfied that the President of the United States 
will issue his proclamation ordering an adjourn- 
ment of Congress. We have sat here for two 
months, and we have failed to organize the House 
of Representatives, at a cost to the American 
veople of but little short of three thousand dol- 
arsa day. Are we to render ourselves ridiculous 
and contemptible before the people, by refusing to 
do anything except to sit here and vote for Mr. 
Ora, Mr. I'utier, or Mr. Banks? Nothing can 
be accomplished dy such a course; and | appre- 
hend that no one here is willing to change his vote 
in regard to Speaker, and cast it for another than 
whom he has‘hitherto been voting. Let this ex- 
| periment be tried, and when it fails, | hope the 
Democratic party in this and the other end of the 
Capitol will tke such measures that the Presi- 
deat of the United States will adjourn the Con- 
cress and send the members home, to be instructed 
| by their constituents as to their future course. 

Why sit here until June, and do nothing? If 

the Government is to go down; if the Union 1s 

to be destroyed, I believe that the people of my 

State are capable of taking care of themselves, 
| either in or out of the Union; at all events as well 
as any other member of this Confederacy. I say, 
if this proposition is not adopted, it is nota fault 
of ours. If carried, then an organization will be 
effected. If it is lost, let the responsibility rest 
where it belongs. 

Mr. TODD. I propose to say a word or two 
upon the proposition presented by the gentleman 
from Georgia. I am opposed to its adoption 
because of its inequality, and because it will es- 
tablish a rule which, I think, is repugnant to the 
constitution of this House. 
| Representatives of the people, and not of the 


I think he will. 
if I were satisfied of that fact, 


We are here as the | 
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States. We are sent here to represent our inili- 
vidual constituencies and the people as a mass, 
and not to represent independent sovereignties, 
That rule is applicable to the Senate, but has*no 
applicability whatever to the House of R 
sentatives. Itwould be unequal, because it wiyid 
be placing the powers of this House in the han 
of a minority, and enabling them to organize it} 
a minority vote. If any man will take up she 
statistics on -this subject, and examine them fer 
a moment, he will see that by the adoption of 
this resolution the majority would be controlled 
by the minority. I have gone to the ‘trouble of 
making a list of the States as they would stand, 
provided the votes were given according to ‘ihe 
proposiuon of the gentleman from Georgta, |\lr. 
Crawrorp.] According to my calculation, hits 
teen States would vote for Mr. Banks—hasing 
a representation on this floor of one hundred‘ and 
thirty-one members; ten States would vot« for 
Mr. Orr, three for Mr. Futzer, and five Sittes 
would be divided. The whole number of Renre- 
sentatives from all the States voting for Me: 
Orrand Futter—and the scattering votes—have 
a representation of one hundred and three members 
on this floor; giving the States which would vote 
for Mr. Banks a majority of twenty-seven niem- 
bers. 








- 
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If, then, we take the agerevate of the port 
lation of the free States which would thus vote for 
Mr. Banks, we find that the y havea white poy ulu- 
tion of thirteen million three hundred and tiirtyv 
thousand six hundred and fifty. The white pyyu- 
lation of all the other States is six million two 
hundred and twenty-two thousand four hund sed 
and cighteen. If you add to that white poy ula- 
tion the whole slave popul ition of the South, there 
would be nine million tour hundred and tweity- 
two thousand seven hundred and eighty-two, 
leaving in the States which would vote for My 
Banks an excess of white population over: (he 
white and slave population of all the others of 
three million nine hundred and seven thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-eight. 

Now, sir, the adoption of any rule which would 
place in the hands of a minority the power to 
organize this House would be a violation of the 
very spirit of our institutions, and subversive of 
the true nature and powers of this House. If 
gentlemen are anxious to organize this Howse 
according to the expressed will of the people, thin 
they will give way to the sentiment as expressed 
in favor of Mr. banks as the representative of a 
great majority of the northern people. 

Mr. DOWDELL. The gentleman from Peyn- 
sylvania {[Mr. Topp] will please allow me to ysk 
him a question. It is, whether he favors the 
plurality rule; and whether the adoption of tiat 
plurality rule in the election of a Speaker ts not 
likely to place a Speaker in the chair by a vole 
of a minority? 

Mr. TODD. I will answer the centleman’s 
question. Iam in favor of the adoption of the 
plurality rule; and I will say further, that if the 
plurality rule Were adopted by the votes of this 
House, that rule would give expression to the 
will of a majority of the American people, for the 
reason that the Representatives from the North, 
who reflect the sentiments of a majority of the 
white people of this country, are all in favor of 
the plurality rule; and though the plurality rale 
might not carry out the will of a majority of this 
body, vet it would represent the will ofa majority 
of the free white population of this country. i 
say, therefore, that those who oppose this rule, 
or who are in favor of the adoption of the reso- 
lution proposed by the gentleman from Georgia, 
are resisting the expressed will of a majority 
of the people of this country, and are impeding 
the organization of this House, and hindering the 
progress of its business. I trust that no such prop- 
osition as that will prevail. I trust that there is 
ne man here willing to defer to such a minority, 
and to sacrifice the expressed will of the people on 
so great and vital a question as 1s now agitating 
this body. I move to lay the resolution on the 
table. ; 

Mr. GREEN WOOD. 
for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and pays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 
135, nays 72; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Afiison, Ball, Banks, Barbour, 
Barksdale, Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, 





On that motion I call 


| Bishop, Biias, Bocock, Boyce, Bradshaw, Brenton, butling- 








on 








ean a ae Qutmeatinnes — (| — ae a - oumealll 
ton, Burlingaine, Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, Lewis || Orr] and the gentleman from Massachusetts, 


)). Campbell, Chafice, Ezra ¢ ‘lark Clawson, Colfax ,Comins, 
Covode. Cox, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Henry Winter 
Davis, ‘Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, 
Dodd, Dunn, Durfee, Edie, Edmundson, Etheridge, Eustis, 
Henry M. Fuller, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert 
B. Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison Uarris, Harrison, Haven, Hoff- 
wan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Kelsey, Ken- 
nett, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, 
Lake, Leiter, Lindley, Mace, Alexander K. Marshall, 
Humphrey Marshall, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Kil- 
lian Miller, Millson, Millward, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, 


Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, | 


Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, 
Purvianee, Puryear, Reade, Ricaud, Ritchie, Rivers, Rob- 
bins, Roberts, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Siminons, 
Sneed, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Swope, Tappan, Tho- 
rington, Thurston, Todd, Tratton, Tyson, Valk, Wade, 
Walbridge, Waldron, Walker, Calwalader C. Washburne, 
Elliu B. Washburne, Isracl Washburn, Watson, Weich, 


Wells, Wheeler, Whitney, Wood, Woodruff, and Wood- | 


worth— 135. 
NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Barclay, Bell, Hendley 8. Ben- 


nett, Bowie, Branch, Broom, Burnett, John P. Campbell, | 


Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Wil- 
liamoon R. W. Cobb, Crawiord, Cullen, Davidson, Dowdell, 
Eliott, Evans, Florence, Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, 
Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, 


Thomas L. Uarris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, | 


George W. Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, 
Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, Mc Mullin, McQueen, Smith 
Miller, Mordecai Oliver, Paine, Peck, Phelps, Porter, Pow- 
ell, QQuitman, Ready, Richardson, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, 
Savage, Shorter, Samuel A: Smith, William R. Smith, 
Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, ‘Trippe, Underwood, Vail, 
Warner, Watkins, Williams. Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, 
John V. Wright, and Zollieoffer—72. 


So the resolution was laid on the table. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. HORTON, of Ohio, announced that he had 
paired off for two weeks with Mr. Packer. 


ELECTION BY PLURALITY. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. 


olution: 


Resolved, That the House will proceed immediately to 
the election of a Speaker, viva voce; and is, atter the roll 
shall have been called three times, no member shall have 
received a majority of the whole number of votes, the roll 
shall again be called, and the member who shall then re- 
ceive the largest. number of votes, provided it be a major- 
ity of a quorum, shall be declared to be chosen Speaker. 


Mr. BOCOCK, 
on the table. 


I offer the following res- 


The CLERK The gentleman from North | 


Carolina (Mr. Ciiweman] has the floor. 
Mr. HERBERT. 
North Carolina to yield to me for a moment, that 
I may offer an amendment. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. Before a vote be taken 


on my resolution, | will give my friend from | 
California [Mr. Hersert] an opportunity to | 


present his amendment, or it may be read now, 
if it does not come out of my time. 
Mr. HERBERT. My amendment is to strike 


out the word ‘immediately,’’ in the resolution, 


and to insert in heu of it the word ‘to-mor- | 


row. 7 


Mr. CLINGMAN. As to that point, I will 
leave it to the majority to decide whether the 
rule shall take effect immediately or to-morrow; 
I am ready to make it either to-day or to-mor- 
row. But before a vote be taken, I desire to say 
a word or two on the subject. 

It will be recollected that when the gentleman 
who stands before me [Mr. Wastsurne, of Wis- 
consin]} offered a proposition, some weeks since, 
similar in effect to that which I now offer, I 
declined to vote in support of it, and gave my 
reason therefor. On that occasion | referred toa 
declaration made by one of the candidates for the 
speakership. Since then, that candidate [Mr. 
}anks]} has disclaimed the opinions which were 
at that time imputed to him. Ido not change my 
course for that reason, however, or on account of 
that disclaimer, because my course now would 
have been the same in either event. I then said 
that | was willing to delay for some time before 


[ask the gentleman from | 
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I move to lay that resolution | 


Neer eeeee eee 
as 


1 would vote in favor of that proposition. Some | 


two wecks have since passed, and I am now pre- 
pared to support it. 

I hold, Mfr. Clerk, that as a period of two 
months has elapsed since this House met, it has 


become necessary for us now to effect an organiza- 
ton, 


We have tried a great many expedients, | 


and have been hitherto unable to elect a Speaker, | 
1 do not sce that any other proposition is likely | 
to produce an onganization, and therefore I offer 


this one. And 
plurality rule, that no man can be elected under 


will say this, in reference to the | 


it who is not the choice of a majority of this | 


House as against his opponent: in other words, 
while the gentleman fromi South Carolina [Mr. 


———— 








| (Mr. Banks,] forexample, are the two candidates 
| receiving the highest number of votes, any gen- 
| tleman who allows the one to be elected while 


j 


i 
| 


| 


| his vote would defeat him, prefers him, of course, | 


to the other; and therefore a majority must con- 
cur in the election of that person in fact. 
understand, in truth, that the third party of gen- 
tlemen, who vote here for Mr. Futyer, will be the 
persons to determine the contest. If they choose 
to vote for our candidate, they can elect him. If 
they decline to vote for him, the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Banks] will be elected. I 
do not undertake to advise any one of these gen- 
| tlemen how hé ought to vote; he is more com- 
petent to decide for himself than I am to advise 
him. If he votes to suit his own ideas of what 
is right, I shall not, of course, complain. But, 
sir, it is well understood that these gentlemen 
agree with us on the slavery question—for you 
will recollect, Mr. Clerk, that the other day, 
on the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Fut- 
LER] offering a proposition against slavery agi- 
tation of all kinds, we came up in solid column 


is, whether, as they agree with us on that great 
subject, slavery, the change of the naturalization 
laws is not of less importance than the exist- 
ence of the Government. That question I leave 
to these gentlemen to decide, knowing, however, 
that some of them have declared that, in the event 
of the views of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
{Mr. Banks] being carried out, the existence of the 
Government will be imperiled. Then, the point 
for these gentlemen to weigh is, whether they 
look upon the overthrow of the Government as a 
less evil than its continuation under the present 
naturalization laws. 


one, I take it, by which their action is to be de- 
termined. 

But, Mr. Clerk, I propose to leave every gen- 
tleman to vote in the manner he deems right on 
the resolution I have offered. 
on my own responsibility, and hope it will be 
adopted. 
ports it will be responsible for the election of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, if its adoption 
should have that result. I do not think so atall. 





organization by changing the law regulating the 
election. After the change has been effected, it 
will then be for the electors to say who shall be 
chosen Speaker under it. 


sponsibility of that. When the law is changed, 
then itis for the electors to make the election. 
The responsibility of that rests with them. Some 
years ago, for example, the State of Massachu- 


the majority system. 
had adopted the plurality rule in the election of 
their members, just as we have in most of the 
States, in fact. 
to alter that law. 


the plurality law a 
sent here from Ma 


gentleman from Massachusetts, {Mr. Banks,] and 
others whom I do not like, have been returned 


sponsible for the election of those gentlemen, if I 


which they have been chosen. 

I am governed by general principles; and I 
prefer the plurality rule in the election of nrembers 
of Congress. And, sir, although | prefer to see 
the majority rule in force in the election of our 
officers ini this Hall, in the first instance, yet, 
after we have given it a fair trial, I would rather 
take the plurality rule than to continue further in 
this state of disorganization. : 

I believe that the importance of the office of 
Speaker in this House has been greatly exagger- 
ated in this Congress. The Speaker has really, 
practically, little more power than any other 
member. He has only one vote, and no right to 
cast that except in case of a tie, while others vote 
every time on the floor. 

But gentlemen have said that the Speaker has 
the appointment of the committees, and that the 
committees which he may appoint may bring in 


I do not undertake to say | 
how they will decide that question, but it is the | 


They will only be responsible for producing an | 


I am in favor of | 
changing the law; Iam willing to bear the re- | 


setis failed to elect members of Congress under | 
But reeently, that State | 


as members of the House of Representatives.”? | 
Well, you might just as well say that [ was re- | 


refused to change the plurality system under | 


| and passed it—the question for them, therefore, | 


I have offered it | 


Itis said, however, that whoever sup- | 





Now, this Congress has a right | 
Suppose, then, that a gentle- | 
man should get up and say: ‘1 propose to alter 
which members have been | 
ssachusetts, because I find 

that it is owing to the plurality system that the | 
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propositions to abolish slavery, and every other 
sort of aggressive measures. No doubt 6f thar 
But suppose such propositions are brought in and 
a majority of the House are opposed to them: 
they will be defeated, and no mischief can |. 
done. On the other hand, if a majority of the 
House should be in favor of the passage of such 





| measures, any member could move them at any 


time, and my friend from South Carolina [Mr 


_ Orr] being in the chair could not prevent they, 


from being carried by the House. [ hold, thoy 
that the action of the majority would not be ma. 
terially affected upon any of the great questions 
before the House by the person whom you may 
place in that chair. 

It is true that there is another class of ques. 
St . : the 
speakership is of more importance. I speak with 
respect to the appointment of the small commit. 
tees, such as the Committee on Printing, the Com. 
mittee on Engraving, the Committee on Patents 
the Committee of Claims, &e. The questions 
presented by those committees are not generally 


| of sufficient importance to insure a thorough ex. 


amination of them; and hence we rely to a great 
extent upon the statements made by the commit- 
tees; and, therefore, I say it is important that we 
should have honest men with clear heads to cop. 


| stitute them. But in reference to the great ques- 


tions that come before Congress, every man will 
of course examine them for himself, and will act 
upon them independently of the recommenda- 
tions of committees. 

I say, therefore, that, in my opinion, the 
power of the Speaker and the importance of his 
election have been greatly exaggerated. And | 
maintain further, that there never was a time 
when I was less unwilling to see my political 
friends lose the organization of the House than 
the present. We have the Senate, in thé other 
end of the Capitol, largely and unqualifiedly upon 
our side. We have the Executive also on the 
side of the Constitution; and, if mischief originates 
here, it will be promptly arrested by them. I am 
sure that if those who represent the plurality 
upon this floor should be found to havea majority 
of the House upon any offensive measure,—and 
[ am not at all certain that they have,—any mis- 
chief they might attempt to enact would be de- 
feated in the other end of the Capitol. 

But it is not at all certain that those gentlemen 
have a majority here. They came in about a 
year and a half ago, on a high tide; since that 
time there has been a reflux. In the elections 
held last fall, in many of the districts now repre- 
sented here by these gentlemen, majorities were 
found against them; so that, if they were dis- 
posed to enact offensive measures here, they 
would not be supported by their constituencies 
at home, and, as have said, their action would 
be arrested in the other end of the Capitol and by 
the Executive. Seeing this, and having lost 
their footing at home, it is not likely they will 
be able to move, even here, with any chance of 
success. 

I have, therefore, no fears of any mischief re- 
sulting from the election of a Speaker here by 
these parties. If I supposed that the rights of 
any section of the country depended merely upon 
continuing this House in its disorganized eondi- 
tion, I should say that the Government was not 
worth preserving under that state of things. 

And let me say, further, that I do not wish to 
disguise the fact, that if a majority of the mem- 
bers sitting here are favorable to the enactment of 
measures aggressive as to the rights of the South, 
I would, nevertheless, be willing that, under our 
republican system, they should take their owa 
course; and if such measures are brought forward, 
I shall oppose them here, well knowing that they 
will be defeated elsewhere. - 

Butif the President and the Senate were against 
us, so that measures originating here offensive to 
the rights of any portion of the Union would be 
likely to be finally carried, I should then be in 
favor of perpetual disorganization. If measures 
which would justify revolution were likely to be 
carried out by every branch of the Government, 
it would be proper that they should be resisted 
here. Then it would be proper that the contest, 
if it is to commence, should begin here. | a0- 
nounced upon this floor, six years ago, upon a0 
occasion when there was a prospect of a ser.0us 
contest in the country between the North and the 
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couth, that, if it was to be forced on the people 
rs the action of Congress, then we ought in 
-“etice to let it begin here, so that we might our- 
é ives have the cream of the struggle. But the 
country is now in no such position as it then was, 
por are the branches of the Government, 

| therefore do not hesitate to move this propo- 
sition. Whether it be adopted in the form in 
which I have presented it, or in that suggested 
hy the gentleman from California, [Mr. Her- 
pert,} 1 care not. i think it better that the 
House should organize by the=adoption of the 
jurality rule, than that the wheels of the Gov- 
ernment should longer remain blocked. We 
have some seventy millions of aa that are to 
he appropriated. Our works of de ense should be 
strengthened. Our Navy needs increasing, under 
the threatening aspect of our foreign affairs; and 
as organization is necessary to carry the proper 
meagires, ought we not to get at it in some prac- 
ticable mode ? 

Mr. HERBERT. 
that the gentleman from North Carolina will ac- 
cont my amendment, 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I will hear the gentle- 
man’s statement. + I am satisfied either way. 

Mr. LETCHER. Let,us hear the amend- 
ment. . é 

Mr. HERBERT. It is simply to strike out 
the word *‘immediately,’? and insert ‘* to-mor- 
row.”” 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask that the 
resolution may be read as it will stand ifamended. 

The Clerk read the resolution as proposed to 
be amended. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I prefer that my resolu- 
tion should stand as I offered it. The gentleman 
ean offer his amendment, and the House can de- 
cide between the two propositions. 

Mr. HERBERT. I preferred that the gentle- 
man should accept my amendment, so that | could 
speak directly to the resolution. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. The gentleman can offer 
his amendment and still speak directly upon the 
resolution. 

Mr. HERBERT. Mr. Clerk, for two months 
ve have been engaged in a fruitless effort to elect 
a Speaker and organize this Flouse; and, prac- 
tically speaking, I believe we approximated nearer 
the desirable result at the commencement of the 
session than we do at the present time. After 
unlimited debate for three weeks, we adopted the 
ten-minute rule, expecting and hoping that it 
would not only curtail the debate, and time spent 
in idle declamation and a reiteration of sentiment 
and opinions as familiar to the people of this coun- 
try as household words, but bring about (to the 
delight of the nation) a speedy organization. 
Have our calculations in this proven correct? 
Ilave our hopes and desires been realized? The 
shadow of the obstacles and impediments which 
at first appeared small and of little consequence, 
has grown into a cloud so dark and thick that 
neither the appeal of patriotism nor the voice of 
reason seems capable of dispelling it. Before its 
adoption, it appears the seed of discussion had 
been sown, and the passions and prejudices of 
wen had fixed them but more permanently in the 


positions they had assumed at the outset. It has4 


proven wholly inefficient; and although the time 
was limited, yet we heard then the same crimina- 
tions and reeriminations that we had heard before 
its adoption. A galling fire was kept up, and the 
limitation but added fuel to the flame, and con- 
densed the bitterness inio gall. 

U nder the operation of this rule we have gained 
nothing up to the present time. There has been 
ho speech, as yet, made here calculated to recon- 
cile the differences of opinion which exist amongst 
Us, or to remove the obstacles in th® way of an 
organization, Every effort which has been made 
seems to have placed us further apart. I ask 
gentlemen to pause and consider well their posi- 
tions and the duties and obligations resting upon 


I desire before I proceed, 


ences? We are casting a stigma, by our action, 


upon the eseutchepn of our country. The people 
feel it, dnd they must and will repudiate our 


action. Why cling toa specter with such tena- 
city? Do the great principles and interests of 


our country depend upon the man who may be 
elected Speaker of this House ? : 
There are other tribunals to which the country 
can and will appeal. Let us look around, recon- 
noiter our premises, and consider for a moment 
our true position. Let us not deceive ourselves as 
to facts, nor in the hour of peril and danger prove 
recreant as sentinels at the posts which have been 
assigned us by the people. The spectacle here 
presented is humiliating in the extreme, and as 
Amcricans we should blush to think that the 
extreme admiration in which we have heretofore 
been held by the civilized nations of the world 
bids fair to be turned into scorn and ridicule. 
Longer procrastination in the organization of 
this Elouse not only goes to prove that we are 
ineapable of self-government, but brands the fun- 
damental principles upon which the country and 
itS institutions are based with ignominy and dis- 
grace. 
jut let us bring this thing home. Whatis the 
present condition of our foreign relations? Sup- 
pose England insists upon her construction of the 
Clayton-Bulwer treaty, and Denmark refuses us 
the navigation of the Baltic, and Spain says, 
‘* Yes, I fired into your -merchantmen, with the 
stars and stripes flying from the mast-head, and 
have no apologies to make,’’ are we prepared to 
meet the crisis? Do gentlemen feel secure? Is 
your Pacific coast in a position, ** without even 
a sufficiency of munitions of war to suppress a 
few hostile tribes of Indians, now plundering our 
citizens, and putting to the tomahawk and scalp- 
ing-knife our women and children,’’ to cope with 
the Powers we may in a short time be brought in 
contact with? Itis time that this farce was ended. 


| Let us present an unbroken front, and, instead 


of weakening, strengthen, ‘if possible,’’ the ties 
which have ever bound us together as a union of 
brothers. 

What would be the position of California in 
case of a war, unprotected, unprovided for, and 
neglected as she has ever been by the General 
Government? Will you force us to the alterna- 
tive of separating from you, and setting up for 
ourselves? or, without the means to defend our- 
selves, which, under existing circumstances, must 
be done at the sacrifice, not only of the best blood, 
but eventually at the cost of your entire Pacific 
coast, shall we keep up this contest among our- 
selves until the war has actually commenced, and 
every passage to the West is cut off, and San 
Francisco blockaded by a British fleet? Will you, 
with a full knowledge of our foreign relations, 
and the fact set forth by the Secretary of War, 
that it will require $100,000,000 to place the 
Pacific possessions in a defensible position, con- 
tend longer as to who shall be made Speaker of 
this House? Will youcontinue this pitiful quar- 
rel to the loss of your self-respect, and the sacrifice 
of your national honor? 

Itisno selfish motive which actuates the allusion 
to California; for, although proud of the position 
as one of her Representatives on this floor, her 
history is too well known by every American not 
to be appreciated. I hope the resolution may be 
adopted, and that gentlemen representing older 
States in this Union, which have beea built up 
and placed in comparative security by the fostering 
care and wholesome legislation of this country, 


, will not, by their stubbornness, force us to suffer 


| delay. 


the evils which may arise and grow out of this 
California is made up of men from all 
sections of this Union—North, South, East, and | 
West. They are national men—not sectional, and, | 


_ when the ertsis comes, will be found ready to fight, 


side by side, with ali men who love this country 


/and choose the stars and stripes as the emblem | 


them as Representatives on this floor of the Amer- |, 


ican people. Let us reflect upon the circum- 
stances which surround us, ‘‘ and, if we respect,”” 
end an ear to the wishes and demands of the 
Sountry. From every quarter the people say, 
‘organize.’? Men of every opinion throughout the 
country appeal to us to organize. Will we turn 
a deaf ear to these appeals? 


Will we suffer the 
Wheels of Government to be clogged merely to | 


at the proper time: we ask nothing more. 


of their devotion. We have one hundred thou- 
sand fighting men. Furnishus the proper aid, and 


| we yield for want of that aid in time, now with- 


_ this House? 


held from us through our incapacity to organize 
Do you look upon the election of | 


| Mr. Banks, Mr. Fuuver, or Mr. Ricnarpson,as | 


of more importance to you than the security of 
California? Cut off, for a few months, the mil- 
lions of treasure furnished by her, and you bring | 


statifY our selfish prejudices and personal prefer- || upon the commercial interesis of this Govern- | 


- 
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ment a shock which must shake its credit to the 
very center, and bankrupt thousands of your best 
citizens. 

Sir, we have tried every expedient, we have 
made every concession, which honorable men 
could make, in order to brine about an organiza- 
tion of this House. Yes, sir, we have gone 
further in support of this object. We have 
yielded our personal preferences, and seen the 
name of our standard-bearer | Mr. Ricnarpson} 
withdrawn, uhder the impression that men, claim- 
ing upon this floor to be conservative, would 
cheerfully Jend us their support in an effort to 
defeat a horde of fanatics, who, vulture-like, seek 
to destroy and trample under foot those princi- 
ples which have given vitality to the country; 
and without a sacred adherence to which, by all 
sections of this Union, those ties which have 
hitherto bound us together like chains of adamant 
will soon be severed. Sir, the ruthless ax of 
fanaticism has been raised against the constitu- 
tional rights of a portion of the people of this 
Union, whose sense of their deep wrongs would 
make themesee this fair land run red with blood, 
rather than yield to unjust and ungenerous aggres- 
sions from even their own brothers. Then, I 
call upon gentlemen, and ask if they, claiming 
that their record is complete, and boasting that 
they represent a conservative and national con- 
stituency, will, with arms folded, stand calmly 
by and see the government of this House, and all 
the consequences incident thereto, placed in the 
hands of the champion of fanaticism, or in the 
hands of any other man who has expressed his 
willingness (under particular circumstances) to see 
this ** Unmon slide?”’ 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. I would 


ask the gentleman from California, when the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Banks] 


said —— 
Mr. HERBERT. If you want to ask me ques- 
tions, do it out of doors, where honors are easy 


| and responsibility equal ? 


Yes, sir, | repeat, are gentlemen willing to 
clothe him with power, who but a few days since 
expressed in their own hearing a doubt as to the 
superiority of the white man over the negro ? 

Sir, let our opinions differ as they may upon 
other principles, yet I feel that all questions re- 
garding the national policy of this Government 
sink into insignificance when compared with that 
of abolitionism; and you are now called upon to 
decide, whether the love you bear your country 
and the Union is greater than the hate you bear 
the poor Catholic or foreign-born citizen, who, 
by worshiping his God according to the dictates 
of his own conscience, secks not to injure you or 
yours, and who can boast of being an American 
by preference and not by chance. 

Sur, I have been taught that the essence of 
Democracy was that which lodged in the body 
of the people sovereign power; and that it was 
the duty of those to whom it was delegated to 


| use it not only with prudence and caution, but 





Must || 





with an eye single to the interest and welfare of 
those whom they represent; then, whatever may 


| be our,zown feelings, whatever may be the con- 
| victions of cur own judgments, as to the pro- 


priety of the positions we may have or do now 
occupy, it should be remembered that there are 
obligations resting upon us paramount to all per- 
sonal or selfish considerations. And, although 
we have at heart the good of the country, and 
may shuglder at the prospects before us, we have 
but the two alternatives left us—of being forced 
into anarchy, or, trusting to the justice of our 
cause, submit; knowing that 


Ill fares the bark with tackle riven, 

Itt when on the breakers driven ; 

Iii when the storm-sprite shricks in air, 

And the seared mermaid tears her hair; 

But wowe, far worse, when on her helm the hand 
Ot some false traitor holds command. 


Sir, these chances have to be taken; and I believe 


that the sooner it is done the better it will be for 


the country; an@besides, I fear we have placed too 
high an estimate upon the election of a Speaker, 
for can we, being in a minority, sedaneahiy CX- 
pect to see Democratic and national measures 
succeed, with a majority of two to one against 


| us. Our future suceess does not depend upon our 


mancuvring here, or the failure to elect a Speaker 
from our ranks, but upon great principles must we 
rise or fall, when we take issue before the people— 
the highest and noblest tribunal known to freemen. 
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Sir, we have said—and our actions will bear us 
out in the assertion—that we are unwilling to fuse 
with any party at the sacrifice of our principles. 
Then, armed as we are, fully prepared to meet our 
opponents, let us go before the people, bearing in 
one hand the emblem of truth and justice, and in 
the other the sword of principle. I repeat, sir, 
we have nothing to fear; the seal of condemna- 
tion will be placed upon the acts and doings of a 
false, wretended, and hypocritical philanthropy; 
and when the mad isms of the day will perish and 
moulder away before the light of truth; yea, not 
a solitary votary of the secret, midnight order will 
be found groping around the unhallowed altars 
of the idel to whom, in their wild fanaticism, 
they would now sacrifice friends, kindred, and 
brothers as vietims of religious proscription. 

Mr. WHEELER. I rise to move that the 
resolution be laid upon the table, 

Mr. LETCHER. I wish to make a remark 
or two. 

Mr. WHEELER. I withdraw my motion, 
and yield the floor to the gentleman from Vir- 
oiit.. 

Mr. LETCHER Mr. Clerk, I have been 
oppose d, from the first to the last, to the adop- 
tion of the plurality rule. [ regard it as a ques- 
tion involving principle; and, so regarding it, it 
ean never reecive my favor or support in this 
House, The southern portion of this country is 
in a minority here in the House of Representa- 
tives, and in a minority in the other wing of the 
Capitol; and one of the greatest securities which 
we have for the South is the requisition on the 
part of those elements which make up the North 
that they shall be required to combine, either for 
the purpose of organization here, or for the pur- 
ose of organization in the other wing of the 
Capitol. Regarding it in this view, and looking 
at the present state of the elements which are 
found in this House, I cannot recognize a prin- 
ciple which, in my judgment, is calculated to 
place that section of country from which ] come 
at a greater disadvantage than it now occupies. 

My own view is, that the result of this election 
is now fixed and certain. I consider the presenta- 
tion of this plurality rule, under all the circum- 
stances, an indication that it is to meet with 
success; and I do not see the slightest necessity 
for postponing what now seems inevitable until 
‘Thursday. 
svems to me it had as well be done now as atany 
other future time. If Mr. Banks is to get a plu- 
rality, and, by virtue of that piurality, is to be 
elevated to the Speaker’s chair of this House, I 
see no reason for a postpovement for one day. 
Regarding it, sir, in this light, as fixed and cer- 
tain, as a test ] move that the resolution be laid 
on the table. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I demand the yeas and nays 
on the motion to lay on the table. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Will the gentleman from 
Virginia withdraw his mouon to lay on the table, 
so that | may modify my resolution? 

Mr. LETCHER., For that purpose only. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Mr. Clerk, on consult- 
ation with the gentleman from Californaa, he 
waives his amendment; and | now ask that my 
resolution stand as it was originally moved—that 
it take effect immediately. 

Mr. LETCHER. 1 renew my motion to lay 
on the table. 

Subsequently, Mr. Lercuer withdrew his mo- 
tion. e 

Mr. BOYCE. Mr. Clerk, I am opposed to this 
resolution. [have been opposed to it, and I expect 
to continue to be opposed to it as long as I see that 
it will produce the result which it will now pro- 
duce. What will be the effect of this resolution ? 
Sir, its adoption will be, in effect, the election of 
Mr. Banks. It is plain, beyond all doubt, that it 
would be the election of Mr. Banks. Does it not 
then become the members of the Democratic party 
to pause and look at what will be the effect of thear 





If the resolution is to be adopted, it 


” 


action upon this plurality resolugon? Are they | 
willing to take a single step towards the election | 


of Mr. Bayxs? 1 look upon the election of Mr. 
sanKs as one of the greatest misfortunes that could 
happen to this country. 


The result of his 
be inevitably revolution; and, as, friend of peace, 
and a friend of the Constitution of my cofintry, I 
should deplore his election as a calamity and mis- 
fortune to the country. 
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What is the position of things now, if we go 


into this election under the plurality rule? Why, 
it appears, Mr. Clerk, that upon the last ballot 
Mr. Banks got ninety-nine votes to Mr. Orr’s 
sixty-nine, and Mr. Furiver’s thirty-four, and 
that there were some five scattering. Well, if we 
go into an election now, under the plurality rule, 
Mr. Banks is certain to be elected, unless there 
is a union between the Democratic party and the 
American party of the South. Willthatunion take 
place? I think that that union is impossible at 
present. After the debate of yesterday, and after 
the manifestations that have been made, and the 
pequliar condition of things which now exists, it 
seems to me that a union upon any one candidate 
under the plurality rule is impossible. What 
then follows? Why, that Mr. Banks would be 
elected. His election is a moral certainty. I 
think, therefore, that we ought to. pause befort 
roing into this election. It might be that, by 
waiting a little longer, something might turn up, 
and that those conflicting elements which are sub- 
stantially agreed upon the great absorbing, vital 
question that divides the country—the question 
of slavery—might possibly harmonize, so as to 
vote for one man; but not atthe present time. I 
think it impossible now. | think, therefore, that 


| we ought to wait and see what will be the result. 


I take it, Mr. Clerk, that there are two opinions 
upon the slavery question in this House among 
the Republicans: one represented by the distin- 
guished gentleman from, Indiana, (Mr. Duny,] 
who looks upon the repeal of the Missouri re- 
striction as a violation of good faith, and as 
renewing the slavery agitation, and who desires 
to restore that compromise in order to give peace 
tothe country. I respect that feeling, sir, although 
I believe it to be a mistaken one. But there is 
another feeling, in favor of war, war, perpetual 
war, against the South and her institutions; and 
that is the feeling represented by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Banxs.] I asked him 
if he was in favor of the abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia, which is the test ques- 
tion. Did he not refrain from answering that 
question? I asked him if he believed in the 
equality of the white and black races, and was 
willing to legislate to produce that result; and his 
answer is before the country. What did he say 
one day, and what on a subsequent occasion? 
Let the two answers go together. ‘Then itappears, 
from the gentleman’s own statement, that he rep- 
resents the most anti-slavery district in the United 
States, a pregnant intimation of his own opinions. 


Should the Demoeratic party, then, who can alone | 


rescue the country from its impending dangers— 
for they are the only conservative party at the 


North of adequate power—should they, or should | 


any members of that party, vote now for this reso- 
lution, when it will have the certain effect of elect- 
ing the gentleman from Massachusetts, with those 
vpinions on the slavery question ? 

It seems to me that our true policy is not to 
vote for this resolutign now, but to wait for future 
developmeats—to wait unul it becomes a question 
of a plurality or anarchy; and then gentlemen 
may lait For my own part, whenever that 
question is put to me—to-day, to-morrow, next 
week, or next year—if it be anarchy, or the ex- 
treme anti-slavery opinions of Mr. Ban«s, | shall 
say ‘‘anarchy forever.”’ 

Mr. BENNETT, of New York. Mr. Clerk, 


I am in favor of this resolution. I was here in 


; 1849, when the plurality rule, by a resolution 


precisely like this, was adopted, under which the 


gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Coss] was elected | 
| Speaker, and the gentleman from Massachusetts | 


[Mr. Winthrop] was defeated. Should the same 


rule be now adopted, it is quite uncertain who | 


would be elected under it. 


| election in 1849. 


Not that I have any || 


personal objections to him—not at all—but on | 


account of the political principles which he holds; 
and with me men are nothing—principles are 


everything. lt look upon his principles, if carried |! lam supporting. 


I voted for the plurality rule then, although we 
were defeated; and in the existing state of parties 
in this House, I shall vote for it now, whether 
its effect will be to elect or defeat the candidate 
| vote for it upon principle; 


out, as death to the Constitution and to the Union, |; and after this long delay—more than twice as long 


Should it happen to | 
be the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. | 
| Banks,] it would only be a fair set-oif to the 


|| Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, William R. 
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principles, if carried out, would f as ever occurred before—in my opinion, the pub. 


lic interest imperatively requires its adoption 
Where, as is now the case, there are more than 
two parties, each adhering to a separate organi. 
zation, and voting fora separate candidate, neithe 
of which, after an eight weeks’ effort, is able . 
command the votes of a majority, it would seem 
to be the only fair and practicable mode left to 
organize the House, so as to reflect the seni. 
ments of our constituents. How else can jt be 
done? Neither party can be required, neithor 
party can be expeeted, to make an unconditional 
surrender, Yet this House must be organized 
in order that the necessary legislation may be pro- 
ceeded with. In this state of things the plurality 
rule is the nearést approximation to a majority it 
is possible to obtain. It is right in principle 
that party having the largest number of Repre- 
sentatives ought to have the Speaker from their 
number, Ithas authority and precedent for jt, [, 
has had the sanction of this House heretofore: jt 
is the rule for the election of officers in nearly qj} 
the States of this Union. While each party per 
sistently votes for its candidate, and requires q 
majority to elect, an organization is prevented, as 
much so as if two of the three parties here should 
refuse to meet us in this Hall, and thus prevent 
an organization by the wantofa quorum. No one 
would justify that; yet requiring a majority, as 
parties are organized here, equally prevents ay 
organization, ‘The adoption of the plurality rule 
is therefore not only proper, but has become a 
matter of necessity. 

But 1 rose to obtain a vote on this resolution, 
not to make a speech; and as this subject in all 
its bearings is understood by every gentleman, | 
renew the previous question. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. I hope the gentleman 
will withdraw that, just for one moment. | will 
renew it after a single observation. 

Mr. BENNETT. I will withdraw it with that 
understanding, 

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Clerk, I have just 
arisen to say, in order that my voice, too, may 
reach the country before this deed is done, that 
| 1 expect the plurality rule will prevail; that [ 
expect that the Democratic party, to a man, will 
throw their votes against it; but that there will 
be a sufficient diversion from it to effect the pur- 
pose; and that party will be held to a responsi- 
bility for the consequence by the country, as 
much as he would be held to a responsibility for 
the consequences who throws a lighted squib 
into a powder magazine. They know what the 
consequence will be, and, as a matter of course, 
when the consequence comes, an enlightened 
ete will hold them to the responsibility for it, 

have said all I desire to say. I now renew the 
previous question, and the people will visit the 
responsibilty where it belongs. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I understand the pre- 
vious question has been demanded. 

The CLERK. It has been. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I move to lay the reso- 
lution upon the table. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Upon that motion | 
demand the yeas and nays. 
| Mr. DOWDELL. I desire the gentleman from 

New York (Mr. Bennert] to withdraw the de- 
mand for the previous question for a moment. 

Mr. BENNETT. I cannot. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay the resolution upon the table, and it was deeid- 
ed in the negative—yeas 108, nays 108; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 
. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Bovee, Branch, Brook=, Broom, 
| Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, 
Caskie, Bayarfl Clark, Howell Cobb, Williamson Rk. W. 
Cobb, Cox, Crawford, Cutien, Davidson, Henry Winter 
Davis, Denver, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Elhott, Eng- 
lish, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Florence, Foster, Henry M. 
| Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, August 
Hail, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L- 
Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, 
George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kennett, Kidwell, 
Lake. Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, 
Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, Me- 
Mulin, MeQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Millward, Moore, 

Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Paine, Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, 
| Puryear, Quitman, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Richardson, 


| Rivers, Ruthn, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Scott, ones 
Smiti, 


"Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, ‘Trippe, Under 
wood, Vail. Valk, Walker, Warner, Watkins, W —) 
Whitney, Winstow, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, 


Zollicotter—108. 


’ for 
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